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THEORIES OF WAR AND PEACE     
 

POLSGR8832, Columbia University, Fall 2023             

                                                            

Jack S. Levy                       Fridays, 10:10am – 12:00 noon 

jsl2169@columbia.edu                            Office Hours: after class &                

jacklevy@polisci.rutgers.edu  *                                                        by appointment 

https://fas-polisci.rutgers.edu/levy/ 

                                                                   

          

"War is a matter of vital importance to the State; the province of life or death;  

the road to survival or ruin. It is mandatory that it be thoroughly studied."  

             Sun Tzu, The Art of War 

 

The Russo-Ukrainian War does not necessarily confirm the saying that “only the dead have 

seen the end of war,” but it does suggest that forecasts of the continuing decline of 

international war are probably premature. In this seminar we undertake a comprehensive 

review of the theoretical and empirical literature on interstate war, focusing primarily on the 

causes of war and the conditions of peace but giving some attention to the spread, conduct, and 

termination of war. We emphasize research in political science but include some coverage of 

work in other disciplines. We examine the leading theories, their key causal variables, the 

causal paths or mechanisms through which those variables lead to war or to peace, and the 

degree of empirical support for various theories. We look at a variety of methodological 

approaches: qualitative, quantitative, formal, and experimental. Our primary focus is on the 

logical coherence and analytic limitations of theories and the kinds of research designs that 

might be useful in testing them.  

 

The seminar is designed primarily for Ph.D. students (or aspiring Ph.D. students) who want to 

understand – and ultimately contribute to – the theoretical and empirical literature in political 

science on war, peace, and security. Students with different interests and those from other 

subfields and disciplines can also benefit from the seminar and contribute to it in important 

ways. Members of the seminar should have some familiarity with theories of international 

relations and (ideally) some exposure to principles of research design and to statistical, 

experimental, and/or game theoretic methods. I recognize, however, that students will bring 

rather diverse backgrounds to the seminar. I have tried to organize the course in a way that will 

be useful for students with different academic backgrounds and career objectives. I have tried 

to combine breadth of coverage of the “mainstream” scholarship in the field with flexibility for 

students to advance their own programs of study. To this end I have coupled a common set of 

readings for all participants in the seminar with considerable freedom for individual students to 

select topics for their paper for the class. The required readings are rather extensive, though no 

more extensive than for most Ph.D. seminars.  
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The question of war and peace is a broad one, as one might expect for a topic that has engaged 

scholars from many disciplines since the times of Sun Tzu, Thucydides, and Kautilya. Some 

narrowing of focus is necessary for any one-semester course, and I want to be explicit about 

which topics and approaches we will and will not emphasize. Our primary concern, following 

most of the social science literature on the topic, is to explain variations in war and peace over 

time and space. Are wars more likely to occur under some conditions than other conditions, at 

some times rather than other times, between some states rather than other states, under the 

direction of some types of leaders rather than other types of leaders? Under what conditions are 

wars likely to escalate or expand, and when are they likely to end? As the late Stuart Bremer 

asked, “Who Fights Whom, Where, When, and Why?”  

 

We focus primarily on interstate war. True, the most common forms of international conflict in 

recent decades have involved civil war, insurgency, counterinsurgency, terrorism, and various 

forms of communal violence, while wars between states have declined. But the Russo-

Ukrainian War, China’s increasingly assertive behavior toward Taiwan, and many regional 

conflicts remind us of the “return of great power competition” and the increasing potential for 

interstate wars. The potential consequences of these wars – for human security, for the 

economy, and for the evolution of the international system – alone make them worthy of study. 

In addition, many important theoretical debates in the IR field are closely linked the origins 

and escalation of interstate war, so that a familiarity with this literature is quite valuable for 

those wishing to engage the IR field as a whole. Finally, at the practical level, Columbia has 

numerous scholars with expertise in terrorism, civil war, and other forms of intrastate conflict 

(Professors Biddle, Daly, Fortna, and Mitts, for example). A division of labor based on 

comparative advantage is beneficial.  

 

In our treatment of interstate war, we will not give much attention to military strategy or the 

conduct of war, except to the extent that these considerations influence the outbreak, 

escalation, or termination of war. Following most of the mainstream literature, we also focus 

more on the causes of war than on the termination or consequences of war, though in recent 

years scholars have devoted more attention to war termination and to the impact of war on the 

political, economic, and social structures of state and society. Finally, we spend relatively little 

time on the normative and policy implications of our theories. This is not to say that these other 

subjects are any less important than those covered in this seminar. In a one-semester course, 

however, it is necessary to make some choices for the sake of coherence and depth of 

coverage. Finally, the prevailing norms of the International Relations field (and hence 

incentives for Ph.D. students planning to go on the U.S. academic job market) give priority to 

the construction and testing of theoretical propositions over policy prescription and analysis. 

 

This syllabus includes a far more extensive list of topics and sources than we will actually 

cover in the class. It serves as an analytically-organized bibliography of the field, though 

admittedly an incomplete and perhaps somewhat idiosyncratic one. It has evolved over many 

years, and I spend a lot of time updating and revising it for each new course. I hope it is useful, 

both now in the course and perhaps later on. If you find any typos or duplications, or have 

suggestions for additions, deletions, or reorganization, I would be happy to hear from you. For 
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additional coverage of topics related to the domestic sources of foreign policy, see my Foreign 

Policy Analysis syllabus at https://fas-polisci.rutgers.edu/levy/ . 

 

READING: 

 

The required reading for the class includes one book and a substantial number of articles and 

chapters. The book,  

 

Jack S. Levy and William R. Thompson, Causes of War (Wiley-Blackwell, 2010), 

  

is available for purchase at Book Culture (536 W. 112 St; 212/865-1588) and also on the 

internet, probably at better prices. I have asked Columbia Library to place the required book on 

reserve.  

 

I have put pdf’s of all required article–length pieces on the Courseworks website for the class 

(https://courseworks.columbia.edu/ ), organized by week. In addition, I have posted chap. 1 of 

the Levy-Thompson book on Courseworks for our first day of class, for those who have not yet 

been able to acquire the book or who are uncertain about their interest in the seminar.  

 

  

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

 

We will organize our weekly meetings as follows. I will usually begin with my own 

introductory comments on the readings, with the aim of putting them in the context of existing 

literature. We will then move to an open discussion of the material. Most weeks we will cover 

several distinct topics. We will focus primarily on the logical coherence of theoretical 

arguments, the appropriateness of particular research designs and methods for testing them, 

and implications for other conflict theories. We can discuss historical examples bearing on 

various theories, but our aim is to use these examples as vehicles for illustrating theories and 

their limitations, not to engage in extensive debate about the best explanations of particular 

historical events (however interesting that might be). I will try to make a few comments at the 

end of each class about things to think about in the reading for the following week, and which 

topics or readings to prioritize for discussion.  

 

Our class discussions will be most useful, collectively and individually, if each student 

completes all of the required reading prior to each class meeting, comes to class prepared to 

discuss the reading, and actively participates in the discussion. Such discussions will also make 

the course more enjoyable. Contributions to class discussion are an important component of a 

student’s grade for the course. Although the primary component of the grade is a paper on a 

subject of your choice relating to war or peace or to international conflict more generally, 

significant contributions to class discussion are usually a necessary condition for an A grade.   

 

  

https://fas-polisci.rutgers.edu/levy/
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The Paper 

 

Given that some students’ primary scholarly interests focus on forms of war or international 

conflict other than the interstate war focus of our weekly meetings, and given my hope of 

making the seminar useful to students with a wide range of interests, I will allow papers on any 

topic relating to international conflict broadly defined (civil war, insurgency, terrorism, etc.). 

All papers, however, should be informed by our readings for the class where those readings are 

relevant, as many of them are. I also recognize that students are at different stages of their 

graduate programs, so I will accept anything from a literature review to a research design or a 

research paper.  

 

If you are a first year Ph.D. student, or perhaps someone outside of the IR field, a literature 

review paper might be appropriate and useful. If you are further along and have an idea for a 

research paper but are just getting started on it, maybe a research design would be best, 

outlining your question and how you plan to answer it. If you are a more advanced student and 

have started to do research on a particular topic, then a research paper makes more sense. The 

type of paper is up to you, but whatever you do must go significantly beyond what you have 

done before on a similar paper in other classes.  

 

I am happy to discuss your ideas for paper topics – in person or by email. In either case, I want 

an email confirmation of the topic you wish to pursue. I will probably ask for a longer written 

statement of your question and how you plan to go about analyzing it. For literature reviews, 

this might involve a preliminary outline and provisional bibliography at some point. For 

research designs or research papers, I will ask for a paragraph topic statement, and then for 

research papers a 2-4 page research design. This is to make sure we are on the same page and 

to provide feedback along the way. I will not formally grade these intermediary products, but 

doing them well will help me provide better feedback and ultimately affect the quality of your 

final paper. I would like each student to begin a preliminary discussion of a paper topic with 

me no later than October 6, the end of the fifth week of class.  

 

Style: All papers should be single space with a space between paragraphs, with footnotes rather 

than endnotes, and submitted to me by email attachment. Any citation style is acceptable, as 

long as you are consistent. However, even if you use a traditional footnote style – as detailed in 

Chicago Manual of Style and adopted by International Security, Security Studies, and some 

other journals – please include a separate bibliography at the end of the paper (even though that 

style does not formally require a cumulative bibliography). Personally, I find the parenthetical, 

in-text citation style (author, date, page) the easiest to use in my initial drafts, but that is up to 

you. Whatever style you use, any citations to quotes or specific pieces of evidence must 

include a specific page or page range, so that the reader can easily follow up.  

 

The due date for papers is Friday, December 15, noon, a week after our last scheduled class. 

This is the latest date I can be reasonably confident of completing my grading for this class and 

my Rutgers seminar. Please submit the paper via the Assignment tab on the Courseworks site 

for the class. 
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Literature reviews should be 11-15 pages. This should be a critical review of the literature on a 

well-defined theoretical question or set of interrelated questions relating to international 

conflict. Good paper topics often coincide with a section or subsection of the course, but 

sometimes span several topics. For example, a broader topic might be balance of power theory 

or power transition theory, while narrower topics might be preventive war, territory and war, or 

the nuclear taboo. In order to avoid misunderstandings, please secure my approval for your 

paper topic in advance.  

 

The syllabus includes extensive bibliographies in the hope that they serve as useful guides, or 

at least points of departure, for many possible paper topics. I encourage you to utilize 

additional sources. This will be absolutely necessary on topics where my lists of sources is 

rather limited. Please do not assume that by reading all of the items in a particular section of 

the syllabus you have adequately covered a particular topic for your review. On topics where 

my list of sources is much longer, you may need to narrow the list considerably, while 

hopefully adding a few additional sources. For topics with lengthy bibliographies on the 

syllabus, feel free to consult with me about prioritizing among them. Please do not assume that 

the order of items on the syllabus reflects their relative importance. 

 

In your literature review you should summarize the literature on your topic and at the same 

time organize it in some coherent way – preferably around a useful typology or theoretical 

themes, not around a succession of books and articles. You should note the theoretical 

questions that this literature attempts to answer, identify the key concepts and causal 

arguments, note some of the empirical research that bears on these theoretical propositions, and 

relate it to the broader literature on war and peace. You should identify the logical 

inconsistencies, broader analytical limitations, and unanswered questions of the leading 

scholarship in this area. You should also suggest fruitful areas for subsequent research. If you 

have any thoughts on how particular hypotheses could be tested, please elaborate on that.  

 

After I know the likely paper topics for the class, I will post copies of a few sample literature 

reviews from previous courses, to give you a few samples of what good papers look like. 

Those papers will also give you a sense of how many sources are appropriate. That depends in 

part on whether your sources are primarily books or articles, but the equivalent of fifteen 

articles is often a good guide for a lower limit. How you organize your review and the 

substance of your arguments are more important than the length of your bibliography.  

 

Research designs should identify the question you are trying to answer, ground it in the 

relevant theoretical literature, specify your key hypotheses and their underlying causal logic, 

and provide a detailed statement as to how you would carry out the research. This includes the 

specification of the dependent and independent variables and the form of the relationship 

between them, the operationalization of the variables, the identification (and theoretical 

justification) of the empirical domain of the study (i.e., case selection), the identification of 

alternative explanations for the phenomenon in question, and an acknowledgment of what 

kinds of evidence would confirm your hypotheses and what kinds of evidence would 
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disconfirm or falsify your hypotheses. Try to do this in 12-15 pages (single space). Please 

consult with me along the way, starting with a one page statement early in the term. I am 

hoping for research designs that are roughly equivalent to rough drafts of dissertation proposals 

or grant proposals (which, admittedly, vary in length).  

 

Research papers include research designs and the implementation. For the purposes of this 

class, the research need not necessarily be complete. For example, if your design calls for both 

a statistical and case study component, it is okay to complete only one component for the class. 

There is no set length for the paper. However, if you are aiming at an article-length paper that 

will ultimately be submitted to a journal, note that most journals have word limits ranging from 

12-15,000 words (with most at the lower end), including footnotes and references but not 

including any technical appendices.  (I think that works out to 23-27 pages, single space, 

though journals always require double space.) The paper for this class need not be that long.   

 

Grading 

 

Grades for the course will be based on the following weighting:  

 

Contributions to class discussion,     20% 

Paper           80%      (due Friday, December 15, noon)  

 

             

Academic Integrity  

 

The intellectual venture in which we are all engaged requires of faculty and students alike the 

highest level of personal and academic integrity. As members of an academic community, each 

one of us bears the responsibility to participate in scholarly discourse and research in a manner 

characterized by intellectual honesty and scholarly integrity. 

 

Scholarship, by its very nature, is an iterative process, with ideas and insights building one 

upon the other. Collaborative scholarship requires the study of other scholars' work, the free 

discussion of such work, and the explicit acknowledgement of those ideas in any work that 

inform our own.  

 

This exchange of ideas relies upon a mutual trust that sources, opinions, facts, and insights will 

be properly noted and carefully credited. 

 

In practical terms, this means that, as students, you must be responsible for the full citations of 

others' ideas in all of your research papers and projects; you must be scrupulously honest when 

taking your examinations; you must always submit your own work and not that of another 

student, scholar, or internet agent. 
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Any breach of this intellectual responsibility is a breach of faith with the rest of our academic 

community. It undermines our shared intellectual culture, and it cannot be tolerated. Students 

failing to meet these responsibilities should anticipate being asked to leave Columbia. 

 

For a complete GSAS statement on academic integrity, see https://gsas.nyu.edu/about-

gsas/policies-and-procedures/gsas-statement-on-academic-integrity.html 

 

Artificial Intelligence 

You need permission from the instructor to use ChatGPT or other artificial intelligence 

programs to prepare and/or write your paper for the class. If you want to use AI, please 

contact the professor and explain how you want to use what kind of AI and for what 

purpose. 
 

Disability Accommodations 

 

In order to ensure their rights to reasonable accommodations, it is the responsibility of students 

to report any learning-related disabilities, to do so in a timely fashion, and to do so through the 

Office of Disability Services. Students who have documented conditions and are determined by 

DS to need individualized services will be provided a DS-certified ‘Accommodation Letter.’ It 

is students’ responsibility to provide this letter to all their instructors and in so doing request 

the stated accommodations. 

 

If you are a student with a disability and have a DS-certified ‘Accommodation Letter,’ please 

contact the professor to confirm your accommodation needs. If you believe that you might 

have a disability that requires accommodation, you should contact Disability Services at 212-

854-2388 and disability@columbia.edu. For more information, please visit 

http://www.college.columbia.edu/rightsandresponsibilities. 

  

https://gsas.nyu.edu/about-gsas/policies-and-procedures/gsas-statement-on-academic-integrity.html
https://gsas.nyu.edu/about-gsas/policies-and-procedures/gsas-statement-on-academic-integrity.html
http://www.college.columbia.edu/rightsandresponsibilities
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 OUTLINE 

 
1.      COURSE INTRODUCTION  

  INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY OF WAR 

 What is War?  

  Typologies of War 

       The Concept of Total War  

The Clausewitzian Paradigm 

              Is Clausewitz Still Relevant?   

          The Use of Force: Conceptual Distinctions 

 

2.      CONCEPTUAL ISSUES: LEVELS AND CAUSATION  

 War as a Dynamic Process 

 Militarized Interstate Disputes 

 The Levels-of-Analysis Framework 

 The Individual Level: Biological and Evolutionary Approaches (and a Critique) 

 Concepts of Causation  

  

         REALIST THEORIES OF WAR, I  

 Varieties of Realist Theories 

 Neorealist Theories of War 

        Geopolitics 

 

3.  REALIST THEORIES OF WAR, II    

Offensive Realism 

Defensive Realism 

 The Security Dilemma and the Spiral Model  

              The Single-Play Prisoner’s Dilemma Model  

              The Iterated Prisoner’s Dilemma Game and the Evolution of Cooperation 

                   Reciprocity 

The Offensive/Defensive Balance 

 Neoclassical Realism 

 Definition and Measurement of Military Power 

      Diffusion of Military Power 

 Military Effectiveness 

  

4. BALANCE OF POWER THEORIES   

Classical Balance of Power Theories 

 Conceptual Ambiguities 

 Historians’ Perspectives 

Balancing  

    Balancing vs. Bandwagoning 

     Whom Do States Balance Against? Land Powers and Sea Powers 
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             What Do States Balance Against? Disaggregating Power 

    Regional Balancing 

               Balancing (or not) in Non-Western Systems 

              “Soft Balancing”  

 Concerts and Collective Security 

      Realist Theory and Great Power Cooperation 

 Polarity and War 

      Quantitative Studies of Polarity/Systemic Capability Concentration and War 

 The Dyadic Power Parity Hypothesis 

 Asymmetric Wars  

Alliances: Formation and Strategies 

  Alliance Formation 

               Formal Models of Alliances 

     Alliance Strategies 

     Domestic Sources of Alliances 

     Reliability and Reassurance 

     Alliance Data 

        Do Alliances Deter or Provoke War? 

     Wartime Military Coalitions  

  Lateral Pressure Theory 

 

 ISSUES: WHAT DO STATES FIGHT ABOUT? 

         General Treatments 

 The Issues Correlates of War Project (ICOW) 

 Territory and War 

              Data 

      Borders and Walls   

 

5.       POWER SHIFTS AND HEGEMONIC THEORIES  

Power Transition Theory – The Organski et al Research Program 

    Data 

Gilpin's Hegemonic Transition Theory  

     Historical Perspectives 

Power Transition Theory and the Rise of China 

Preventive War 

 Historical Applications 

The Status Quo/Revisionist Distinction 

Rising and Declining Powers  

Systemic Leadership and Long Cycle Theory (Thompson, Rasler, Modelski) 

Theories of General/Hegemonic/Systemic/World War 

Other Theories of Hierarchy, Transition, and War 

Theories of Unipolar Politics and Hegemony 

David Kang’s Research Program on Hierarchy in Asia 
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 RIVALRIES AND ARMS RACES 

 International Rivalries  

  Overview 

  The Diehl and Goertz Research Program  

   The Thompson/Rasler/Colaresi Research Program  

       Strategic Triangles and Rivalry 

   Rivalry Duration and Termination 

   Other Approaches to Rivalry 

  Arms Races and War 

        Historical Studies 

   Quantitative and Formal Approaches 

              Arms Control 

  The Steps-to-War Model 

  

6.  BARGAINING AND WAR  

Rational Choice Theories: Introduction  

Early Work on Bargaining 

 The Bargaining Model of War 

         The Commitment Problem  

         Informational Problems 

  Issue Indivisibility 

         Third Parties, Domestic and Foreign 

  Other Formal Models of Bargaining 

      Spatial Models 

 Behavioral Perspectives on the Bargaining Model of War 

         Methodological Interlude 

 

7.       SIGNALING, REPUTATION, RESOLVE, AND STATUS 

 Signaling 

    Cheap Talk 

 Reputation and Signaling: Formal Models 

         Reputation: Empirical, Experimental, and Conceptual Studies 

     Reputation and Resolve 

            The Psychological Dimension 

            The Domestic Dimension 

 Audience Costs 

    Historical Applications 

 Domestic Political Oppositions and Signaling (Schultz) 

         Alternative Models of Domestic Politics and Signaling 

 Status and War 

              Humiliation, Disrespect, and Revenge 
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8.  THE DEMOCRATIC PEACE 

Societal-Level Theories of War: Overviews  

General Theoretical Treatments of the Democratic Peace 

     Kantian Foundations  

Measurement and Datasets 

(More) Quantitative Empirical Studies 

 Monadic Level 

     System level 

Experimental Approaches 

Critiques 

    Constructivist Approaches 

Selectorate Theory (Bueno de Mesquita et al) 

 The Territorial Peace 

Why Do Democracies Win Wars? 

Other Implications of the Democratic Peace 

Democratization and War 

Presidential and Parliamentary Democracies 

  

9. ECONOMIC THEORIES OF WAR AND PEACE 

 General Treatments 

   Marxist-Leninist Theories 

      Critiques and Alternative Theories of Imperialism 

 Resources and War 

Does Trade Promote Peace? 

Quantitative-Empirical Studies  

         The Globalization of Production 

         The Capitalist Peace 

              Industrialization and Modernity 

 The Contractual Peace  

         Trading with the Enemy, and the Impact of Conflict on Trade 

The Militarization of Commercial Rivalries 

         World War I: An Anomaly in Economic Liberalism? 

Finance and War  

    Historical Perspectives  

    The First World War  

Sectoral Interests and Coalitional Politics 

The Military-Industrial Complex 

 The Costs of Conflict 
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10. SOCIETAL-LEVEL THEORIES, II 

The Diversionary Theory of War 

Social Identity Theory 

Debates over Mechanisms 

Quantitative-Empirical Studies 

Formal Theoretical Approaches 

Historical Case Studies 

  Leaders, Political Survival, and War  

              Leader Turnover 

      Data 

  Public Opinion and War 

   Hawks and Doves 

   Casualties and Public Support for War  

 The Media 

Autocracies, War, and Peace 

 Datasets 

 Nationalism and War 

Revolution and War 

          Gender and War 

          Other Domestic Frameworks and Studies 

 

 IDEATIONAL AND CULTURAL APPROACHES 

 Constructivist Approaches – General 

 Ideas, Ideology, and War 

 Culture, Identity, and War 

     Historical Memory 

 Race and War 

             Historical Applications 

Religion and War 

 Data Sets 

 Historical Perspectives 

The “Clash of Civilizations” (Huntington) 

Attitudes toward War 

Rhetoric, Justification, and Legitimacy 

  Norms and War 

    General 

    The Territorial Integrity Norm 

    Taboos 

 The Law of War and Its Impact 
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11.   DECISION-MAKING: THE INDIVIDUAL LEVEL, I:  

        BELIEFS AND INFORMATION PROCESSING   

          Do Leaders Matter? 

          Introduction: Political Psychology and International Relations 

          Backgrounds and Characteristics of Leaders 

Beliefs and Images  

 Images of the Enemy 

Misperception and the Causes of War 

Psychology of Threat Perception 

    Metaphors 

Emotions, Interests, and Motivated Reasoning 

   Fear, Anger, and Hatred 

   Morality and Fairness 

  Interpersonal Relationships and Face-to-Face Diplomacy 

             Neurobiological Approaches 

Trust 

 

12. DECISION-MAKING – THE INDIVIDUAL LEVEL, II 

Prospect Theory Goes to War 

    Other Approaches to Risk and Uncertainty 

Time Horizons 

Analogical Reasoning and Learning from History 

Gender Differences in Decision-Making 

Other Psychological Models of Conflict 

Personality 

    Psychoanalytic Approaches 

 

 DECISION-MAKING – THE ORGANIZATIONAL & GOVERNMENTAL LEVELS  

Bureaucratic Politics and Organizational Processes 

 Applications to the Causes of War 

Strategic Culture 

The Small Group Level of Decision-Making 

Advisory Systems 

Crisis Decision-making  

      Definitions of Crisis 

     The Impact of Stress 

Civil-Military Relations 

     Comparative Perspectives 

Militarism 

Intelligence Failure 

 Historical Cases 

Military Doctrine and Military Innovation 

Diffusion of Military Power 

The President and Congress: War Powers 
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13. CRISIS ESCALATION AND THE NUCLEAR ERA  

 

 CRISIS ESCALATION AND EXPANSION 

 General Studies of Crisis Escalation 

  Models of Entrapment 

Inadvertent War 

     Accidental War 

     Crisis (Mis)management 

Preemption 

 The Expansion (Spread) of War 

          The First World War    

 The Duration of War 

      Implications of the Bargaining Model 

      Psychological Perspectives and Debates 

 

 THE NUCLEAR ERA 

 Debate over the “Nuclear Revolution” 

 Empirical Studies of the Impact of Nuclear Weapons 

  Qualitative 

  The “Long Peace” 

  Quantitative 

 Nuclear Weapons and Crisis Bargaining 

 Escalation in the Nuclear Age  

 The Nuclear Taboo 

 Public Opinion and Nuclear Weapons 

 U.S. Nuclear Strategy 

 Command and Control 

 Nuclear Proliferation 

 Preventive Logic in the Nuclear Age 

 Early Thinking about Nuclear Weapons and Strategy 
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APPENDICES 
 

A-1    DATA SETS ON INTERSTATE CONFLICT/WAR 

  Since 1945 

  Since 1815 

     Militarized Interstate Disputes (COW) 

     Other datasets 

          Since 1500 (and Earlier)  

 

A-2    IS WAR DECLINING?  

  

A-3    THE EVOLUTION OF WAR 

       Biological, Primatological, and Evolutionary Perspectives 

   Anthropological and Archaeological Studies of the Origins of War 

   History of Warfare  

 

A-4     CHANGING NATURE OF WARFARE 

 

A-5    THEORIES OF DETERRENCE AND BARGAINING 

 Classical Deterrence: Models and Critiques 

 The Huth-Russett Research Program on Deterrence 

  The Lebow/Stein Research Program on Deterrence 

 Further Debates over Rational Deterrence Theory 

 Deterrence and Selection Effects 

  Alexander George's Research Program on Force and Statecraft 

       The Behavioral Correlates of War Research Program on Crisis Bargaining  

    International Crisis Behavior Project (ICB) 

    Other Studies of Coercion and Bargaining 

 

A-6   INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS AND SECURITY REGIMES  

   Concerts, Collective Security, and Security Regimes 

.          Paul W. Schroeder's Research Program: Concerts and New Thinking  

   Regional Security Systems  

   Other Studies of International Institutions and Security    

   Data on International Organizations 

    

A-7  CONFLICT RESOLUTION 

 

A-8    WAR TERMINATION 

 

A-9  PEACEKEEPING 
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A-10  THE CONSEQUENCES OF WAR  

 Winners and Losers 

 Economic and Social Costs  

 Human Costs  

 

A-11  ENVIRONMENTAL SECURITY, MIGRATION, & INTERNATIONAL CONFLICT 

   Environmental Change, Scarcity, and Conflict 

    Climate Change and Interstate Conflict 

   Water and War 

  Demography, Security, and Conflict 

  Refugees and Conflict 

 

A-12   SECURITY ISSUES IN THE DEVELOPING WORLD 

 

A-13  JUST WAR THEORIES AND THE LAW OF WAR 

          Theological Perspectives  

  Just War in the Nuclear and Information Age 

  Anticipatory Self-Defense  

 

A-14  FEMINIST THEORIES OF WAR 

  

A-15  THE STUDY OF PEACE 

 

A-16  WAR AND STATE-MAKING 

          From Anthropology 

      The “Military Revolution” and the Rise of the State  

 

A-17  STRATEGY AND GRAND STRATEGY 

 
A-18  REVIEWS, CAUSES OF INTERSTATE WAR (POLITICAL SCIENCE) 

     Encyclopedias 

 

A-19  INTERDISCIPLINARY PERSPECTIVES ON WAR AND PEACE 

  General 

   Philosophy 

         Sociology 

 Anthropology 

    Archaeology  

 Economics 

   Geography 
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COURSE OUTLINE AND READING LIST 
 

     main number refers to week of the term; 

     letter indicates multiple topics each week;   

          * indicates required reading; the other reading is included for those doing papers on the 

topic and for future reference;  

             for each week I recommend that you read in the order the items are listed here, not in 

the   alphabetical order on Courseworks. 

 

 1.         COURSE INTRODUCTION  (September 8) 

           Organizational meeting and theoretical introduction. 

  required reading (*) in sections 1 a, b, c, d   

 

      INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY OF WAR  
 

1a.  What is War?  

* John A. Vasquez, The War Puzzle Revisited. New York: Cambridge University Press, 

2009. Chap. 1. 

 * Jack S. Levy and William R. Thompson, Causes of War. Chichester, UK: Wiley-

Blackwell, 2010.  Chap. 1.  

         *   Meredith Reid Sarkees, “Defining and Categorizing Wars.” Chap. 2 in Sarkees and 

Frank Whelon Wayman, Resort to War, 1816-2007. Washington, D.C.: CQ Press, 

2010.  

      Raymond C. Kelly, Warless Societies and the Origin of War. Ann Arbor: University 

of Michigan Press, 2000. Pp. 1-10. 

Quincy Wright, A Study of War, 2nd ed., rev. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 

1965. Pp. 8-13. 

Bronislaw Malinowski, "An Anthropological Analysis of War." American Journal of 

Sociology 46 (1941): 521-50.  

Julian Lider, On the Nature of War. Westmead, England: Saxon House, 1977. Chap. 2 

and pp. 269-72. 

Kalevi J. Holsti, The State, War, and the State of War. New York: Cambridge 

University Press, 1996. Chap. 1-2. 

   Hidemi Suganami, “Explaining War: Some Critical Observations.” International 

Relations, 16, 3 (Dec 2002): 307-326. 

 

1b.   Typologies of War   

 * John A. Vasquez, The War Puzzle Revisited. New York: Cambridge University Press, 

2009. Chap. 2, pp. 67-77 only. 

  John A. Vasquez and Brandon Valeriano, "Classification of Interstate Wars." Journal 

of Politics 72, 2 (April 2010): 292-309. 
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  The Concept of Total War 

  Hew Strachan, “On Total War and Modern War.” International History Review 22, 2 

(June 2000), 341-70. 

  Roger Chickering, “Total War: The Use and Abuse of a Concept.” In Manfred F. 

Boemeke, Roger Chickering, and Stig Förster, eds., Anticipating Total War: The 

German and American Experiences, 1871-1914. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge 

University Press/German Historical Institute, 1999. Pp. 13-28. 

  Talbot Imlay, “Total War.” Journal of Strategic Studies, 30, 3 (2007), 547-570. 

 

1c.  The Clausewitzian Paradigm 

  * Clausewitz, On War, ed. and trans. by Michael Howard and Peter Paret. Princeton: 

Princeton University Press, 1976. Book I, chap. 1.  

              Peter Paret, "Clausewitz." In Peter Paret, ed., Makers of Modern Strategy. Princeton: 

Princeton University Press, 1976. Pp. 186-213. 

Michael Howard, Clausewitz. Oxford: Oxford Univ. Press, 1983. 

Raymond Aron, Clausewitz, trans. by Christine Booker and Norman Stone. New 

York: Simon & Schuster, 1986. 

Peter Paret, Clausewitz and the State. New York: Oxford University Press, 1976. 

Michael I. Handel, Clausewitz and Modern Strategy. London: Cass, 1986. 

Beatrice Heuser, Reading Clausewitz. London: Pimlico, 2002. 

 Hew Strachan, Carl von Clausewitz’s On War: A Biography. New York: Atlantic 

Monthly Press, 2007. 

 Hew Strachan and Andreas Herberg-Rothe, eds. Clausewitz in the Twenty-First 

Century. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007. 

 Andreas Herberg-Rothe, Clausewitz’s Puzzle: The Political Theory of War. Oxford, 

UK: Oxford University Press, 2007. 

 Antulio J. Echevarria II, Clausewitz & Contemporary War. Oxford, UK: Oxford 

University Press, 2007. 

   Thomas Waldman, War, Clausewitz and the Trinity. Burlington, VT: Ashgate, 2013. 

 “Clausewitz Special Section,” Journal of Strategic Studies 37, 6-7 (2014). 

  George Dimitriu, Clausewitz and the politics of war: A contemporary theory, Journal 

of Strategic Studies, 43, 5 (2020), 645-685. 

              Caitlin Fitz Gerald, The Children’s Illustrated Clausewitz. London: Helios House, 

2021.  ! 
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 Is Clausewitz Still Relevant?  

      Christopher Daase and James W. Davis, eds., Clausewitz on Small War. Oxford, UK: 

Oxford UP, 2015. 

      Jack S. Levy, “Clausewitz and People’s War.” Journal of Strategic Studies 40, 3 

(2017): 450-56. 

              Antulio J. Echevarria II, “Hostility and War, Small or Otherwise.” Journal of 

Strategic Studies, 40, 3 (2017): 443-49. 

  Mary Kaldor, “Inconclusive Wars: Is Clausewitz Still Relevant in these Global 

Times?” Global Policy 1, 3 (2010): 271-81. 

              Sibylle Scheipers, On small war: Carl von Clausewitz and people’s war. Oxford 

University Press, Oxford, 2018. 

              R. Gerald Hughes & Alexandros Koutsoukis,” Clausewitz first, and last, and always:      

war, strategy and intelligence in the twenty-first century.” Intelligence and National 

Security 34, 3 (2019): 438-55. 

 

1d.  The Use of Force: Conceptual Distinctions 

  * Thomas Schelling, Arms and Influence. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1966. 

Chap. 1-2: “The Diplomacy of Violence” and “The Art of Commitment.” 

   Robert J. Art, "To What Ends Military Power?" International Security 4, 4 (Spring 

1980): 3-35. 

   Robert J. Art, "Force and Fungibility Reconsidered." Security Studies, 8, 4 (Summer 

1999), 183-189. 

 

 

2.  CONCEPTUAL ISSUES: LEVELS OF ANALYSIS, CAUSATION  
  Required reading in sections 2a, c, d, e, f, g                                         (September 15) 

   

2a.  War as a Dynamic Process 

          *  Paul F. Diehl, "Just a Phase?: Integrating Conflict Dynamics Over Time." Conflict 

Management and Peace Science 23, 3 (September 2006): 199-210. 

       Stuart A. Bremer, "Advancing the Scientific Study of War." In Stuart A. Bremer and 

Thomas R. Cusack, eds., The Process of War: Advancing the Scientific Study of 

War. Luxembourg: Gordon and Breach, 1995. Chap. 1. 

        Jack S. Levy, "On the Evolution of Militarized Interstate Conflicts." In Bremer and 

Cusack, The Process of War, chap. 10.  

  Stuart A. Bremer, "Final Words." In Bremer and Cusack, eds., The Process of War,  

                  chap. 15. 
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2b.   Militarized Interstate Disputes 

              Daniel M. Jones, Stuart A. Bremer and J. David Singer, "Militarized Interstate Dispute 

1816-1992: Rationale, Coding Rules, and Empirical Patterns." Conflict 

Management and Peace Science 15, 2 (Fall 1996): 163-213. (read only pp. 163-

182). 

              Glenn Palmer, Roseanne W. McManus, Vito D’Orazio, Michael R. Kenwick, Mikaela 

Karstens, Chase Bloch, Nick Dietrich, Kayla Kahn, Kellan Ritter, Michael J. 

Soules, “The MID5 Dataset, 2011-2014: Procedures, Coding Rules, and 

Description.” Conflict Management and Peace Science. 39, 4 2021), 470–482. 

  Charles S. Gochman and Zeev Maoz, “Militarized Interstate Disputes, 1816–1976: 

Procedures, patterns, and insights.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 28, 4 (1984): 

585–616. 

 

2c.   The Levels-of-Analysis Framework 

 *   Kenneth N. Waltz, Man, the State, and War. New York: Columbia University Press, 

1959. Chap. 1. 

* Robert Jervis, “Perception and the Levels of Analysis Problem,” in Jervis, Perception 

and Misperception in International Politics. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 

1976. Chap. 1.   

 J. David Singer, "The Level-of-Analysis Problem in International Politics." World 

Politics, 14, 1 (October 1961): 77-92.  

 James Lee Ray, “Integrating Levels of Analysis in World Politics.” Journal of 

Theoretical Politics 13, 4 (2001): 355-88. 

James N. Rosenau, "Pre-Theories and Theories of Foreign Policy." In R. B. Farrell, 

ed., Approaches to Comparative and International Politics. Evanston, Ill.: 

Northwestern University Press, 1966.  

  Alexander Wendt, "The Agent-Structure Problem in International Relations Theory." 

International Organization 41, 3 (Summer 1987): 335-70. 

 

2d.  The Individual Level: Biological and Evolutionary Approaches (and a Critique) 

* Greg Cashman, “The Individual Level of Analysis, Part I: Human Aggression.” In 

Cashman What Causes War? An Introduction to Theories of International Conflict. 

2nd ed. Lanham, MD: 2014. Chap. 2. 

          *   Margaret Mead, “Warfare Is Only an Invention – Not a Biological Necessity.” Asia 

40 (1940): 402-05. Reprinted in Leon Bramson and George W. Goethals, eds. War, 

rev. ed. New York: Basic Books, 1968. Pp. 269-74. 

              Robert Wrangham, “Why Apes and Humans Kill.” In Martin Jones and A.C. Fabian, 

eds., Conflict. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2006. Pp. 43-62. 

  Azar Gat, “So Why Do People Fight? Evolutionary Theory and the Causes of War.” 

European Journal of International Relations 15, 4 (2009): 571-99.  

    Azar Gat, War in Human Civilization. New York: Oxford University Press, 2006. 

       Bradley A. Thayer, “Bringing in Darwin: Evolutionary Theory, Realism, and 

International Politics.” International Security 25, 2 (Fall 2000): 124-51. 

 



21 

 

 

    Bradley A. Thayer, Darwin and International Relations: On the Evolutionary Origins 

of War and Ethnic Conflict. Lexington, KY: The University Press of Kentucky, 

2004. 

  Duncan Bell and Paul McDonald, "Start the Evolution without Us," International 

Security, 26, (Summer 2001): 187-194. Response to Thayer 

     Stephen Peter Rosen, War and Human Nature. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 

2005.  

          Robert A. Hinde, "Aggression and War: Individuals, Groups, and States." In Philip E. 

Tetlock, et. al., Behavior, Society, and International Conflict, vol. III. New York: 

Oxford University Press, 1993. Chap. 1. 

 Anthony Lopez, “The Evolution of War: Theory and Controversy.” International 

Theory 8, (March 2016): 97-137. 

 +++ See more extended bibliography in Appendix A-3.  

 

2e.  Concepts of Causation 

*   Gary Goertz and Jack S. Levy, “Causal Explanation, Necessary Conditions, and Case 

Studies.” In Gary Goertz and Jack S. Levy, eds., Explaining War and Peace: Case 

Studies and Necessary Condition Counterfactuals. New York: Routledge, 2007. Pp. 

9-45.  

Henry E. Brady, “Causation and Explanation in Social Science.” In Janet M. Box-

Steffensmeier, Henry E. Brady, and David Collier, eds., The Oxford Handbook of 

Political Methodology. Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press, 2008. Pp. 217-70. 

   Peter Hedstrom and Petri Ylikoski, “Causal mechanisms in the social sciences.” 

Annual Review of Sociology 36 (2010): 49–67. 

               John L. Mackie, “Causes and Conditions.” American Philosophical Quarterly 2 

(1965): 45-64. (on INUS causes) 

               Jack S. Levy, “The ‘Paths-to-War’ Concept.” In John A. Vasquez, ed., What Do We  

                   Know about War? 2nd ed. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2012. Pp. 281-90. 

                   uses INUS to define causal path  

 

 

 REALIST THEORIES OF WAR, I 

 
2f.  Varieties of Realist Theories  

      *   Stephen M. Walt, “The Enduring Relevance of the Realist Tradition.” In Ira 

Katznelson and Helen V. Milner, eds., Political Science: State of the Discipline. 

New York: W.W. Norton, 2002. Pp. 197-230. 

      *   Jack S. Levy and William R. Thompson, Causes of War. Chichester, UK: Wiley-

Blackwell, 2010. Chap. 2. 

  Michael W. Doyle, “The Range of Realism.” In Doyle, Ways of War and Peace. New 

York: W.W. Norton, 1997. Chap. 2. 

  Fareed Zakaria, “Realism and Domestic Politics: A Review Essay.” International 

Security, 17, 1, (Summer 1992),177-198. 

http://www.belfercenter.org/is/
http://www.belfercenter.org/is/
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  Stephen G. Brooks, “Dueling Realisms.” International Organization 51, 3 (Summer, 

1997), 445-477. 

  William C. Wohlforth, “Realism.” In Christian Reus-Smit and Duncan Snidal, eds., 

Oxford Handbook of International Relations. Oxford, UK: Oxford University 

Press, 2008. Pp. 131-49. 

           “Roots of Realism.” Special Issue, ed. Benjamin Frankel, Security Studies 5, 2 (Winter 

1995). 

           “Realism: Restatements and Renewal.” Special Issue, ed. Benjamin Frankel, Security 

Studies 5, 3 (Spring 1996). 

Michael E. Brown, Sean M. Lynn-Jones, and Steven Miller, eds., The Perils of 

Anarchy: Contemporary Realism and International Security. Cambridge: MIT 

Press, 1995. 

              Keir A. Lieber, ed., War, Peace, and International Political Realism: Perspectives 

from The Review of Politics. Notre Dame, Ind.: University of Notre Dame Press, 

2009. 

          Yuan-kang Wang , Harmony and War: Confucian Culture and Chinese Power 

Politics.  New York: Columbia University Press, 2010. 

Sebastian Rosato, “The Inscrutable Intentions of Great Powers.” International Security 

39, 3 (2014-15): 48-88. 

 “Correspondence: Can Great Powers Discern Intentions?” International Security 40, 3 

(2015-16): 208-15. 

Patrick James, Realism and International Relations: A Graphic Turn Towrds Scientific 

Progress. Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press, 2022. 

Jonathan Kirshner, An Unwritten Future: Realism and Uncertainty in World Politics. 

Princeton, NJ Princeton University Press, 2022. 

 John J. Mearsheimer and Sebastian Rosato, How States Think: The Rationality of 

Foreign Policy. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2023. 

 

2g.      Neorealist Theories of War 

 *  Kenneth N. Waltz, "The Origins of War in Neorealist Theory." Journal of 

Interdisciplinary History, 18, 4 (Spring): 615-28.  

              Kenneth N. Waltz, Theory of International Politics. Reading, MA: Addison-Wessley,  

                   1979. 

  Kenneth N. Waltz, Realism and International Politics. New York: Routledge, 2009. 

      Colin Elman, "Why Not Neorealist Theories of Foreign Policy?" Security 

Studies, 6, 1 (Autumn 1996), 7-53. Plus Waltz reply and Elman response.  

Patrick James, "Structural Realism and the Causes of War." Mershon International 

Studies Review 39 (1995): 181-208. 

  Davide Fiammenghi, “The Security Curve and the Structure of International Politics: 

A Neorealist Synthesis.” International Security 35, 4 (Spring 2011): 126–154. 

      Joseph M. Parent and Sebastian Rosato, “Balancing in Neorealism.” International 

Security 40, 2 (Fall 2015): 51-86. 

  Sebastian Rosato, Intentions in Great Power Politics: Uncertainty and the Roots of   

                 Conflict. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2021.    

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Yuan-kang+Wang&text=Yuan-kang+Wang&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=John+J.+Mearsheimer&text=John+J.+Mearsheimer&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Sebastian+Rosato&text=Sebastian+Rosato&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
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 Geopolitics  

 Halford J. MacKinder, “The Geographical Pivot of History.” Geographical Journal 

23, 4 (1904): 421–437. 

             Colin Flint, ed., The Geography of War and Peace. New York: Oxford University 

Press, 2004. 

    Colin Flint, Introduction to Geopolitics, 3rd Edition. London and New York: 

Routledge, 2016. 

 

 

3.     REALIST THEORIES OF WAR, II  (September 22) 

   required readings in sections 3a, b, c, e, f,  

 

3a.  Offensive Realism    

    *   John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics. New York: Norton, 2001.  

chap. 2. 

  Glenn H. Snyder, "Mearsheimer’s World–Offensive Realism and the Struggle for 

Security: A Review Essay." International Security, 27, 1 (Summer 2002), 149-73. 

  Barry R. Posen, “The Best Defense.” The National Interest 67 (Spring 2002), 119-26. 

  Eric J. Labs, “Beyond Victory: Offensive Realism and the Expansion of War Aims.” 

Security Studies, 6 (Summer), 1-49. 

Colin Elman, “Extending Offensive Realism: The Louisiana Purchase and America’s 

Rise to Regional Hegemony.” American Political Science Review, 98, 4 

(November 2004), 563-76.  

Keir A. Lieber, War and the Engineers: The Primacy of Politics over Technology. 

Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2005. 

  Yuan-Kang Wang, Harmony and War: Confucian Culture, Chinese Power Politics. 

New York: Columbia University Press, 2011. 

  Shiping Tang, “Fear in International Politics: Two Positions.” International Studies 

Review 10, 3 (2008), 451–471. 

 

3b.         Defensive Realism  

          * Stephen M. Walt, "Alliance Formation and the Balance of World Power." 

International Security 9, 4 (Spring 1985): 3-43. 

  Andrew Kydd, "Sheep in Sheep's Clothing: Why Security Seekers Do Not Fight Each 

Other." Security Studies 7, 1 (Autumn 1997): 114-54. 

Charles L. Glaser, "Realists as Optimists: Cooperation as Self-Help," Security Studies, 

5, 3 (Spring 1996): 122-63. 

Stephen Van Evera, Causes of War: Power and the Roots of Conflict. Ithaca, New 

York: Cornell University Press, 1999. 

Richard K. Betts, “Must War Find a Way? A Review Essay.” International Security, 

24, 2 (Fall 1999): 166-198. (review of Van Evera) 

Jeffrey W. Taliaferro, Balancing Risks: Great Power Intervention in the Periphery. 

Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2004. 
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Charles L. Glaser, Rational Theory of International Politics: The Logic of 

Competition and Cooperation. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2010. 

Shiping Tang, A Theory of Security Strategy for Our Time: Defensive Realism. New 

York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2010. 

              Dale C. Copeland, A World Safe for Commerce: American Foreign Policy from the 

Revolution to the Rise of China. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2024. 

                    Chap 1-2. Attempts to integrate offensive and defensive realism. 

 

3c.    The Security Dilemma and the Spiral Model    

              *   Robert Jervis, “Cooperation Under the Security Dilemma.” World Politics 30, 2 

(January 1978), 167-186.  (we read the rest in 3d)   

      * Robert Jervis, “Deterrence, the Spiral Model, and Intentions of the Adversary.” In 

Jervis, Perception and Misperception in International Politics. Princeton: 

Princeton University Press, 1976. Chap. 3.  

     Shiping Tang, “The Security Dilemma: A Conceptual Analysis,” Security Studies 18,  

                   3 (2009), 587-623.  

  Charles L. Glaser, "The Security Dilemma Revisited." World Politics 50, 1 (October 

1997): 171-201. 

Andrew Kydd, "Game Theory and the Spiral Model." World Politics 49, 3 (April 

1997): 371-400.  

  Randall L. Schweller, "Neorealism's Status Quo Bias: What Security Dilemma?" 

Security Studies, 5, 3 (Spring 1996): 90-121.   

          Evan Braden Montgomery, "Breaking Out of the Security Dilemma: Realism, 

Reassurance, and the Problem of Uncertainty.” International Security, 31, 2 (Fall 

2006), 7-41. 

          Robert Jervis, “Was the Cold War a Security Dilemma?” Journal of Cold War Studies 

3 (Winter 2000): 39-60. 

  Ken Booth and Nicholas J. Wheeler, The Security Dilemma: Fear, Cooperation and 

Trust in World Politics. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2008. 

          Allan Dafoe, Sophia Hatz, and Baobao Zhang, “Coercion and Provocation.” Journal of 

Conflict Resolution 2021 65, 2-3 (February-March): 372-402. 

      Dan Reiter, "Exploding the Powder Keg Myth: Preemptive Wars Almost Never     

Happen." International Security 20, 2 (Fall 1995): 5-34. 

      Evan Braden Montgomery, "Breaking Out of the Security Dilemma: Realism, 

Reassurance, and the Problem of Uncertainty.” International Security, 31, 2 (Fall 

2006), 7-41. 
    Adam P. Lift and John Ikenberry. "Racing Toward Tragedy?: China's Rise, Military 

Competition In The Asia Pacific, and The Security Dilemma." International Security 

39, 2 (2014), 52-91. 
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3d.     The Single-Play Prisoner’s Dilemma Game     

      R. Harrison Wagner, "The Theory of Games and the Problem of International 

Cooperation." American Political Science Review 77, 2 (June 1983): 330-346. 

  Glenn Snyder and Paul Diesing, Conflict Among Nations. Princeton: Princeton 

University Press, 1977. Chap. II. 

              Thomas Schelling, Micromotives and Macrobehavior New York: Norton, 1978. 
   Bruce Russett, The Prisoners of Insecurity. San Francisco: W.H. Freeman, 1983. 

Chap. 5-6. 

 
3e.     The Iterated Prisoner’s Dilemma Game and the Evolution of Cooperation 

           *   Robert Axelrod, The Evolution of Cooperation. New York: Basic Books, 1984.       

Chap. 1. 

    Robert Axelrod and William Hamilton, “The Evolution of Cooperation,” Science, 

211 (27 March 1981): 1390–1396. 

    Robert Axelrod, “The emergence of cooperation among egoists." American Political 

Science Review 75, 2 (1981): 306-318. 

    Robert Axelrod and Douglas Dion, “The Further Evolution of Cooperation,” Science, 

242 (9 December 1988): 1385–1390. 

                Kenneth A. Oye, ed., Cooperation Under Anarchy. Princeton: Princeton University 

Press, 1986. 

 Robert Jervis, "Realism, Game Theory, and Cooperation." World Politics 40 (April 

1988): 317-49. 

 Joanne Gowa, "Anarchy, Egoism, and Third Images: The Evolution of Cooperation 

and International Relations." International Organization 40 (Winter 1986): 167-86. 

 Joseph M. Grieco, "Realist Theory and the Problem of International Cooperation: 

Analysis with an Amended Prisoners' Dilemma Model." Journal of Politics 50 

(August 1988): 600-24. 

    Jonathan Bendor, “Uncertainty and the Evolution of Cooperation,” Journal of 

Conflict Resolution, 37 (1993): 709–733. 

  Philip Streich and Jack S. Levy, “Time Horizons, Discounting, and Intertemporal 

Choice.” Journal of Conflict Resolution, 51, 2 (April 2007): 199-226. 

 

    Reciprocity 

               Robert L. Trivers, “The Evolution of Reciprocal Altruism.” The Quarterly Review of    

Biology 46 (1 (1971): 35-57. 

   Robert O. Keohane, “Reciprocity in International Relations.” International 

Organization 40, 1 (1986): 1-27. 
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3f.  The Offensive/Defensive Balance 

*   Robert Jervis, “Cooperation under the Security Dilemma.” World Politics 30, 2 

(January 1978), pp. 186-213. 

              Stephen Van Evera, "The Cult of the Offensive and the Origins of the First World 

War."  International Security 9, 1 (Summer 1984): 58-108. 

  Steven Van Evera, “Offense, Defense, and the Causes of War.” International Security 

22, 4 (1998): 5–43. 

  Jack Snyder, The Ideology of the Offensive: Military Decision Making and the 

Disasters of 1914. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1984. 

Jack S. Levy, “The Offensive/Defensive Balance of Military Technology and the 

Incidence of War.” International Studies Quarterly 28, 2 (June 1984): 219-238. 

 Scott D. Sagan, “1914 Revisited: Allies, Offense, and Instability.” International 

Security 11, 2 (Fall, 1986), 151-175.  

             John J. Mearsheimer, “Assessing the Conventional Balance: The 3:1 Rule and Its 

Critics.” International Security 13, 4 (1989): 54-89. 

 Sean M. Lynn-Jones, "Offense-Defense Theory and Its Critics." Security Studies 4 

(Summer 1995): 660-91. 

  Charles L. Glaser and Chaim Kaufman, "What Is the Offense-Defense Balance and 

How Can We Measure It." International Security 22, 4 (Spring 1998): 44-82. 

 James W. Davis, James W., Bernard I., Finel, Stacie E. Goddard, Stephen Van Evera, 

Charles L. Glaser, and Chaim Kaufmann, “Correspondence: Taking Offense at 

Offense-Defense Theory. International Security 23, 3 (1998–1999):179–206. 

        Stephen Van Evera, Causes of War. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1999. Chap. 

3, 6-7. 

             Stephen Biddle, “Rebuilding the Foundations of Offense-Defense Theory.” Journal of 

Politics 63, 3 (August 2001): 741-774. 

             Michael Brown and Owen R. Coté, eds., Offense, Defense, and War. Cambridge, MA: 

MIT Press, 2004. 

 Karen Ruth Adams, “Attack and Conquer? International Anarchy and the Offense- 

                   Defense-Deterrence Balance.” International Security 28, 3 (Winter 2003-04): 45-

83. 

    Shiping Tang, "Offence-Defence Theory: Towards a Definitive Understanding," The 

Chinese Journal of International Politics, 3, 2 (Summer 2010), 213-60. 

 Keir A. Lieber, “Mission Impossible: Measuring the Offense-Defense Balance with 

Military Net Assessment,” Security Studies, 20, 3 (2011), 451-459. 

             Ben Garfinkel and Allan Dafoe, “How Does the Offense-Defense Balance Scale?” 

Journal of Strategic Studies 42, 6 (2019): 736–63. 
             Rebecca Slayton, “What Is the Cyber Offense-Defense Balance? Conceptions, Causes, 

and Assessment,” International Security (2017): 72-109. 

  See week 13 on Preemption 
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3g.  Neoclassical Realism   

  Norrin M. Ripsman, Jeffrey W. Taliaferro, and Steven E. Lobell, Neoclassical Realist 

Theory of International Politics. Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press, 2016. Intro 

& chap. 1. 

       Steven E. Lobell, Norrin M. Ripsman, and Jeffrey W. Taliaferro, eds., Neoclassical 

Realism, the State, and Foreign Policy. New York: Cambridge University Press, 

2009. 

  Gideon Rose, “Neoclassical Realism and Theories of Foreign Policy.” World Politics, 

51, 1 (October 1998), 144-72. 

  Randall L. Schweller, “Unanswered Threats: A Neoclassical Realist Theory of 

       Underbalancing,” International Security, 29, 2 (2004):159– 201. 

  Randall L. Schweller, Unanswered Threats: Political Constraints on the Balance of 

Power (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2006). 

  Jeffrey W. Taliaferro, “State Building for Future Wars: Neoclassical Realism and the 

Resource-Extractive State.” Security Studies 15, 3 (2006): 464-95. 

Shiping Tang, “Taking Stock of Neoclassical Realism,” International Studies Review, 

11, 4 (2009): 799– 803. 

Brian Rathbun, “A Rose by Any Other Name: Neoclassical Realism as the 

Logical and Necessary Extension of Structural Realism.” Security Studies 

17, 2 (2008), 294-321. 

  Nicholas Kitchen, "Systemic pressures and domestic ideas: a neoclassical realist  

                  model of grand strategy formation." Review of International Studies 36, 1 

(December 2009): 117-43. 

              “Correspondence: Neoclassical Realism and Its Critics,” (with Joseph Parent) 

International Security 43, no. 2 (2018): 195-97. 

 

3h.  Definition and Measurement of Military Power 

     Hans Morgenthau, Politics Among Nations. New York: Knopf, 1948. Part III. 

     A.F.K. Organski, World Politics. New York: Knopf, 1958. Chap. 6-9. 

     Raymond Aron, Peace and War: A Theory of International Relations. Trans. Richard 

Howard and Annette Baker Fox. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1966 [1960]. Chap. 

II. 

     David A. Baldwin, Paradoxes of Power. New York: Basil Blackwell, 1989. 

                   David A. Baldwin, "Force, Fungibility, and Influence." Security Studies, 8, 4 (Summer 

1999), 173-83. 

Klaus Knorr, Military Power and Potential. Lexington: DC Heath, 1970. 

David A. Baldwin, Paradoxes of Power. New York: Basil Blackwell, 1989. 

  J. David Singer, “Reconstructing the Correlates of War Dataset on Material 

Capabilities of States, 1816–1985,” International Interactions 14, 2 (April 1988): 

115–132. 

    Jacek Kugler and William Domke, "Comparing the Strength of Nations." 

Comparative Political Studies 19 (April 1986): 39-69. 

Joseph S. Nye, Bound to Lead: The Changing Nature of American Power. New York: 

Basic Books, 1990. 
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    William C. Wohlforth, The Elusive Balance: Power and Perceptions during the Cold 

War. Ithaca, New York: Cornell University Press, 1993. 

    Ann Hironaka, Tokens of Power: Rethinking War. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge 

University Press, 2017. Chap. 2.  

  Michael Beckley, “The Power of Nations: Measuring What Matters.” International 

Security 43, 2 (Fall 2018): 7–44. 

  Caleb Pomeroy and Michael Beckley, “Correspondence: Measuring Power in 

International Relations.” International Security, 44, 1 (Summer 2019), 197–200. 

  Michael Barnett and Raymond Duvall, “Power in International Politics.” International 

Organization 59, 1 (Winter 2005), 39-75. 

  Mark Souva, “Material military power: A country-year measure of military power, 

1865–2019.” Journal of Peace Research, online, Cecember 2022. 

   +++ see also next section and section in week 4 on disaggregating power 

 

  Diffusion of Military Power 

      Michael C. Horowitz, The Diffusion of Military Power: Causes and Consequences for    

International Politics. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2010. 

            Emily O. Goldman and Leslie C. Eliason, eds., The Diffusion of Military Technology 

and Ideas. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2003. 

Emily O. Goldman and Richard B. Andres, “Systemic Effects of Military Innovation 

and Diffusion.” Security Studies 8 (4) (1999): 79–125. 

 

3i.   Military Effectiveness  

              Stephen Biddle, Military Power: Explaining Victory and Defeat in Modern Battle.  

Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2004. 

               “Military Power: A Roundtable Review,” Journal of Strategic Studies 28, no. 3 (June 

2005). Articles by Eliot Cohen, Lawrence Freedman, Michael Horowitz and 

Stephen Rosen, Martin van Creveld, and Stephen Biddle. 

      Risa A. Brooks and Elizabeth A. Stanley, ed., Creating Military Power: The Sources 

of Military Effectiveness. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2007. 

      Risa A. Brooks, “Making military might: Why do states fail and succeed? A review 

essay.” International Security 28, 2 (2003): 149–191. 

Richard K. Betts, Military Readiness: Concepts, Choices, Consequences. Washington, 

DC: Brookings Institution, 1995. 

Stephen Peter Rosen, "Military Effectiveness: Why Society Matters." International 

Security 19, 4 (Spring 1995): 5-31. 

Stephen Peter Rosen, Societies and Military Power: India and Its Armies. Ithaca, New 

York: Cornell University Press, 1996. 

      A.F.K. Organski and Jacek Kugler, "Davids and Goliaths: Predicting the Outcomes of 

International Wars." Comparative Political Studies 11 (July 1978): 141-80.  

   Theo Farrell, "Figuring Out Fighting Organisations: The New Organisational Analysis 

in Strategic Studies." Journal of Strategic Studies, 19, 1 (March 1996): 122-35. 

              William C. Martel, Victory in War: Foundations of Modern Military Policy. 

Cambridge University Press, 2007. 

https://www-mitpressjournals-org.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/author/Beckley%2C+Michael
https://www-mitpressjournals-org.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/doi/full/10.1162/isec_a_00328
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   Patricia L. Sullivan, Who Wins? Predicting Strategic Success and Failure in Armed 

Conflict. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012. 

               Jasen Castillo, Endurance and War: The National Sources of Military Cohesion. 

Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2014.  

               Cathal J. Nolan, The Allure of Battle: A History of How Wars Have Been Won and 

Lost. Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press, 2017. 

      Michael Beckley, “Economic Development and Military Effectiveness.” Journal of 

        Strategic Studies 33, 1 (2010): 43–79. 

   Errol Henderson and Resat Bayer, “Wallets, Ballots or Bullets: Does Wealth, 

Democracy, or Military Capabilities Determine War Outcomes?” International 

Studies Quarterly 57 (2013): 303–17. 

   Sten Rynning, Olivier Schmitt, and Amelie Thusssen, eds., War Time: Temporality 

and the Decline of Western Military Power. Washington DC and London: 

Brookings and Chatham House, 2021.   

       Ryan D. Grauer and Stephen Quackenbush, “Initiative and Military Effectiveness: 

Evidence from the Yom Kippur War,” Journal of Global Security Studies 6, 2 

(2021): ogaa018.  

   +++ see also week 8 on why democracies win wars.  

                 

 

4.  BALANCE OF POWER THEORIES (September 29) 

  Required readings in sections 4 a, b, g, h, l  

   Week 5 sections on preventive war, rivalries, and arms races are also relevant here. 

 

4a.  Classical Balance of Power Theories    

       *     Randall L. Schweller, “The Balance of Power in World Politics.” In William R. 

Thompson, ed., The Oxford Encyclopedia of Empirical International Relations 

Theory, 4 vols. New York: Oxford University Press, 2018. Vol. 1, pp. 143-57. 

Hans Morgenthau, Politics Among Nations, 4th ed. New York: Knopf, 1967. Part IV. 

       Inis L. Claude, Jr., Power and International Relations. New York: Random House, 

1962. Chap. 1-3. 

      Edward Gulick, Europe's Classical Balance of Power. New York: W.W. Norton, 

1955.  

                        Hedley Bull, The Anarchical Society: The Study of Order in World Politics. London: 

Macmillan, 1977. 

  Moorhead Wright, ed., Theory and Practice of the Balance of Power, 1486–1914: 

                   Selected European Writings. London: Dent, 1975.  

           Special Issue, “The Balance of Power,” Review of International Studies 15, 2 

(April.1989). 

              Michael Sheehan, The Balance of Power: History and Theory. London: Routledge, 

1996.  

              Richard Little, The Balance of Power in International Relations: Metaphors, Myths, 

and Models. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2007.  
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           Morton A. Kaplan, “Balance of Power, Bipolarity, and Other Models of International 

Systems,” American Political Science Review 51, 3 (September 1957), 684-95. 

  Stella Ghervas, “Balance of Power vs. Perpetual Peace: Paradigms of European Order 

from Utrecht to Vienna, 1713-1815.” International History Review 39, 3 (2017): 

404-25. 

 

           Conceptual Ambiguities 

  Ernest B. Haas, "The Balance of Power: Prescription, Concept, or Propaganda?” 

World Politics 5, 4 (July 1953): 442-77. 

         Inis L. Claude, Jr., Power and International Relations. New York: Random House, 

1962.  

  Jack S. Levy, "Balances and Balancing: Concepts, Propositions, and Research 

Design." In John A. Vasquez and Colin Elman, eds., Realism and the Balancing of 

Power: A New Debate. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall, 2003. Pp. 128-53. 

 

    Historians’ Perspectives   

              Brendan Simms, Europe: The Struggle for Supremacy from 1453 to the Present. New 

York: Basic Books, 2013. 

  A.J.P. Taylor, The Struggle for the Mastery of Europe, 1848-1918. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 1971.  

      Ludwig Dehio, The Precarious Balance: Four Centuries of the European Power 

Struggle. New York: Random House/Vintage, 1962.   

 

4b.      Balancing 

 

      Balancing vs. Bandwagoning 

     *   John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics. New York: Norton, 2001.  

chap. 7 (pp. 234-38, 264-66), and 8 (pp. 267-72, 329-33). 

John A. Vasquez and Colin Elman, eds., Realism and the Balancing of Power: A New 

Debate. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall, 2003. 

  John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics. New York: Norton, 2001. 

Chap. 5. 

  Paul W. Schroeder, "Historical Reality vs. Neo-Realist Theory." International 

Security 19, 1 (Summer 1994): 108-48. 

  Richard Rosecrance and Chih-Cheng Lo, “Balancing, Stability, and War: The 

Mysterious Case of the Napoleonic International System.” International Studies 

Quarterly 40, 4 (December 1996): 479-500. 

Randall L. Schweller, "Bandwagoning for Profit: Bringing the Revisionist State Back 

In." International Security 19, 1 (Summer 1994): 72-107. 

  Kevin Sweeney and Paul Fritz, “Jumping on the Bandwagon: An Interest-Based 

Explanation for Great Power Alliances.” Journal of Politics 66, 2 (May 2004): 428–

49.   



31 

 

 

 Arthur M. Eckstein, “’Jackal Bandwagoning’: The Achaean League Shifts Alliances 

from Macedon to Rome, Autumn 198 B.C.” International History Review, 45, 1 

(2023), 1-13. 

 

      Whom Do States Balance Against? Land Powers and Sea Powers 

          * Jack S. Levy and William R. Thompson, “Balancing on Land and at Sea: Do States 

Ally Against the Leading Global Power?” International Security, 35, 1 (Summer 

2010): 7-43.   

        Jack S. Levy and William R. Thompson, "Hegemonic Threats and Great Power 

Balancing in Europe, 1495-2000." Security Studies, 14, 1 (January-March 2005), 1-

30.  

 David W. Blagden, Jack S. Levy, and William R. Thompson, “Correspondence: Sea 

Powers, Continental Powers, and Balancing Theory.” International Security, 36, 2 

(Fall 2011): 190-202.  

   Paul Van Hooft, “All-In or All-Out: Why Insularity Pushes and Pulls American  

Grand Strategy to Extremes.” Security Studies 29, 4 (2020): 701–29. 

   John M. Schuessler, Joshua Shifrinson and David Blagden, “Revisiting Insularity and 

Expansion: A Theory Note.” Perspectives on Politics, First View, 12 November 

2021.  

               William R. Thompson, “Dehio, Long Cycles, and the Geohistorical Context of Structural 

Transition.” World Politics 45, 1 (October 1992), 127-52. 

  

  What Do States Balance Against? Disaggregating Power 

          *  Steven E. Lobell, “A Granular Theory of Balancing.” International Studies Quarterly, 

62, 3, (September 2018): 593–605. 

  Steven E. Lobell, "Bringing Balancing Back In: Britain's Targeted Balancing, 1936– 

1939." Journal of Strategic Studies 35, 6 (2012): 747-73. 

  Erik Gartzke and Jon R. Lindsay, “The Influence of Sea Power on Politics: Domain- 

and Platform-Specific Attributes of Material Capabilities.” Security Studies 29, 4 

(2020), 601-36.  

   See also defensive realism in week 3. 

  

  Regional Balancing (outside of core of great power system) 

  Symposium on Balancing vs. Bandwagoning, Security Studies, 1, 3 (Spring 1992).  

Eric J. Labs, "Do Weak States Bandwagon?" Pp. 383-416. 

Robert G. Kaufman, "To Balance or to Bandwagon? Alignment Decisions in 1930s 

Europe." Pp. 417-447. 

       Stephen M. Walt, "Alliance, Threats, and U.S. Grand Strategy: A Reply to 

Kaufman and Labs." Pp. 448-82. 

  Steve Yetiv, “The Travails of Balance of Power Theory: The United States in the 

Middle East, Security Studies, 15:1, 70-105. 

              Cheng-Chwee Kuik, “How Do Weaker States Hedge? Unpacking ASEAN States’ 

Alliance Behavior towards China,” Journal of Contemporary China, 25, 100 

(2016), 500-14. 
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           Balancing (or Not) in Non-Western Systems 

   Stuart Kaufman, Richard Little, and William C. Wohlforth, eds, Balance of Power in 

World History. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2007. 

              William C. Wohlforth, Richard Little, Stuart Kaufman, David Kang, Charles Jones, 

Victoria Tin-Bor Hui, Arthur Eckstein, Daniel Deudney, and William Brenner, 

“Testing Balance of Power in World History,” European Journal of International 

Relations 13, 6 (June 2007): 155-185. 

  Victoria Tin-bor Hui, War and State Formation in Ancient China and Early Modern 

Europe. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2005. 

     Victoria Tin-Bor Hui, “Toward a Dynamic Theory of International Politics: Insights 

from Comparing Ancient China and Early Modern Europe.” International 

Organization, 58, 1 (Winter 2004): 175-205. 

              Philip Streich, “The Balance of Power in Japan’s Warring States Period,” Asia Pacific 

World 3, 2 (Autumn 2012): 17-36. 

  Jørgen Møller, “Why Europe Avoided Hegemony: A Historical Perspective on the 

Balance of Power.” International Studies Quarterly 58, 4 (December 2014): 660–

70.  

      Arthur M Eckstein, Mediterranean Anarchy, Interstate War, and the Rise of Rome. 

Berkeley: University of California Press, 2006.   

  Walter Scheidel, Escape from Rome: The Failure of Empire and the Road to 

Prosperity. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2019.  

  Peter Turchin, War and Peace and War: The Rise and Fall of Empires. London: 

Penguin/Plume, 2007. 

          Ian Morris, Why the West Rules―for Now: The Patterns of History, and What They 

Reveal About the Future. New York: Picador, 2011. 

 Christopher J. Fettweis, The Pursuit of Dominance: 2000 Years of Superpower Grand 

Strategy. Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press, 2022. 

  Dylan Motin, “Great Power Politics in World History: Balance of Power and Central 

Wars Since Antiquity.” Korean Journal of International Studies 20 (2022). 

              Ayşe Zarakol, Before the West: The Rise and Fall of Eastern World Orders. 

Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2022. 

              Andrew Phillips, How the East Was Won: Barbarian Conquerors, Universal Conquest 

and the Making of Modern Asia. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 

2021. 

 

      “Soft Balancing”  

    Robert Anthony Pape, "Soft Balancing Against the United States." International 

Security 30, 1 (Summer 2005): 7-45. 

    Keir A. Lieber and Gerard Alexander, "Waiting for Balancing: Why the World is not 

Pushing Back." International Security, 30, 1 (Summer 2005): 109-39. 

    T.V. Paul, "Soft Balancing in the Age of U.S. Primacy." International Security 30, 1 

(Summer 2005): 46-71. 

 

 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.proxy.libraries.rutgers.edu/doi/10.1111/isqu.12153/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.proxy.libraries.rutgers.edu/doi/10.1111/isqu.12153/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.proxy.libraries.rutgers.edu/doi/10.1111/isqu.12153/abstract
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              T.V. Paul, Restraining Great Powers: Soft Balancing from Empires to the Global Era. 

New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2018. 

H-Diplo/ISSF Roundtable review of Paul book (10-29, June 2019),  

https://issforum.org/ISSF/PDF/ISSF-Roundtable-10-29.pdf  

    Stephen M. Walt, Taming American Power: The Global Response to US Primacy. 

New York: W.W. Norton, 2005. Pp. 126-32. 

     Robert J. Art; Stephen G. Brooks and William C. Wohlforth; and Keir A. Lieber and 

Gerard Alexander, “Correspondence: Striking the Balance.” International Security 

30, 3 (Winter 2005/06): 177-96. 

 

4c.  Concerts and Collective Security 

      Inis L. Claude, Jr., Power and International Relations. New York: Random House, 

1962. Chap. 4-5. 

              Richard K. Betts, "Systems for Peace or Causes of War: Collective Security, Arms 

Control, and the New Europe." International Security 17, 1 (Summer 1992): 5-43. 

      Charles A. Kupchan and Clifford. A. Kupchan, "The Promise of Collective Security." 

International Security 20, 1 (Summer 1996): 52-61. 

      Robert Jervis, "Theories of War in an Era of Leading-Power Peace." American 

Political Science Review, 96, 1 (March 2002), 1-14. 

    Paul W. Schroeder, "Did the Vienna Settlement Rest on a Balance of Power?" 

American Historical Review 93 (June 1992): 683-706. Reprinted in Schroeder, 

Systems, Stability, and Statecraft: Essays on The International History of Modern 

Europe, ed. by David Wetzel, Robert Jervis, & Jack S. Levy. New York: Palgrave, 

2004. Chap. 2 

 +++ see Appendix A-6 on collective security, security regimes, and on Paul W. 

Schroeder’s research program. 

 

  Realist Theory and Great Power Cooperation 

      Robert Jervis, “Realism, Neoliberalism, and Cooperation: Understanding the Debate.”   

International Security, 24, 1 (Summer 1999), 42-63. 

           James D. Fearon, "Bargaining, Enforcement, and International Cooperation." 

International Organization 52, 2 (Spring 1998): 269-305. 

      Benjamin Miller, When Opponents Cooperate: Great Power Conflict and 

Collaboration in World Politics. Ann Arbor, Michigan: The University of Michigan 

Press, 1995. 

           Benjamin Miller, "Explaining Great Power Cooperation in Conflict Management." 

World Politics, Vol. 45, No. 1 (October 1992), pp. 1-46.  

 

  

https://issforum.org/ISSF/PDF/ISSF-Roundtable-10-29.pdf
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4d.  Polarity and War 

      Karl Deutsch and J. David Singer, "Multipolar Power Systems and International 

                   Stability," World Politics 16, 3 (April 1964), 390-406. 

   Kenneth Waltz, Theory of International Politics, pp. 129-138, 161-76. 

        John Gaddis, "The Long Peace: Elements of Stability in the Postwar International 

System." International Security 10, 4 (Spring 1986), pp. 105-110 only. 

John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics. New York: Norton, 2001.  

Ted Hopf, "Polarity, the Offense-Defense Balance, and War." American Political 

Science Review 85 (June 1991): 475-94. 

R. Harrison Wagner, "What Was Bipolarity?" International Organization 47 (Winter 

1993): 77-106. 

  Øystein Tunsjø, The Return of Bipolarity in World Politics: China, the United States, 

and Geostructural Realism. New York: Columbia University Press, 2018.    

    

  Quantitative Studies of Polarity/Systemic Capability Concentration and War 

D. Scott Bennett and Allan C. Stam, The Behavioral Origins of War. Ann Arbor: 

University of Michigan Press, 2004. 

Alan Sabrosky, ed., Polarity and War. Boulder, Col.: Westview, 1985. including 

 Jack S. Levy, "The Polarity of the System and International Stability: An Empirical 

Analysis," pp. 41-66. 

  Frank Whelon Wayman and T. Clifton Morgan (1990). "Measuring Polarity in the 

International System" In J. David Singer and Paul F. Diehl (eds.), Measuring the 

Correlates of War, Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press. 

  Bear F. Braumoeller, The Great Powers and the International System: Systemic 

Theory in Empirical Perspective. New York: New York: Cambridge University 

Press, 2012.  

 

4e. The Dyadic Power Parity Hypothesis 

     Stuart A. Bremer, "Dangerous Dyads: Conditions Affecting the Likelihood of 

Interstate War, 1816-1965." Journal of Conflict Resolution 36 (June 1992): 309-41. 

       Bueno de Mesquita and David Lalman, "Empirical Support for Systemic and Dyadic 

Explanations of International Conflict." World Politics 41, 1 (October 1988): 1-20. 

Douglas Lemke and Suzanne Werner, "Power Parity, Commitment to Change, and 

War." International Studies Quarterly 40 (June 1996): 235-60. 

       D. Scott Bennett and Allan C. Stam, The Behavioral Origins of War. Ann Arbor: 

University of Michigan Press, 2004. 

              Håvard Hegre, “Gravitating toward War: Preponderance May Pacify, but Power 

Kills,” Journal of Conflict Resolution 52, 4 (August 2008), 566-589. 

              Daniel S. Morey and Kellyl M. Kadera, “Dyadic Power Distribution and War.” In 

Sara McLaughlin Mitchell and John A. Vasquez eds., What Do We Know about 

War? 3rd ed. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2021. chap. 2. 

See also week 5 on power transition theory.  

 

  

https://www.amazon.com/What-Do-Know-about-War/dp/1538140098/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=john+a+vasquez&qid=1615069716&s=books&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/What-Do-Know-about-War/dp/1538140098/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=john+a+vasquez&qid=1615069716&s=books&sr=1-3
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4f.     Asymmetric Wars  

 Andrew Mack, "Why Big Nations Lose Small Wars: The Politics of Asymmetric 

Conflict." World Politics 27, 2 (January 1975): 175-200. 

          T.V. Paul, Asymmetric Conflicts: War Initiation by Weaker Powers. New York: 

Cambridge University Press, 1994. 

          Zeev Maoz, Paradoxes of War. Boston: Unwin Hyman, 1990. Chap. 8. 

          Michael P. Fischerkeller, "David versus Goliath: Cultural Judgments in Asymmetric 

Wars." Security Studies, 7, 4 (Summer 1998), 1-43. 

          Ivan Arrenguin-Toft, "How the Weak Win Wars: A Theory of Asymmetric Conflict. 

International Security, 26, 1 (Summer 2001), 93-128. 

          Gil Merom, How Democracies Lose Small Wars. New York: Cambridge University 

Press, 2003. 

          Patricia L. Sullivan, “War Aims and War Outcomes: Why Powerful States Lose Limited 

Wars.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 51, 3 (2007): 496-524. 

          Todd S. Sechser, “Goliath’s Curse: Coercive Threats and Asymmetric Power.” 

International Organization, 64, 4 (Fall 2010): 627-60. 

  Larisa Deriglazova, Great Powers, Small Wars: Asymmetric Conflict since 1945. 

Washington, D.C. and Baltimore, MD: Woodrow Wilson Center Press and Johns 

Hopkins University Press, 2014. 

          Jan Angstrom & Magnus Petersson, “Weak party escalation: An underestimated strategy 

for small states?” Journal of Strategic Studies, 42:2 (2019): 282-300, 

          Phil Haun, Coercion, Survival, and War: Why Weak States Resist the United States. 

Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2015. 

 

4g.   Alliances: Formation and Strategies  

 

  Alliance Formation 

         *   Sara McLaughlin Mitchell and John A. Vasquez, "What Do We Know about War?" In 

Mitchell and Vasquez, eds., What Do We Know about War? 3rd ed. Lanham, 

Maryland: Rowman and Littlefield, 2021. Pp. 319-42. (on alliances, territorial 

disputes, rivalries, and other topics covered this week) 

         *   Paul Poast, Arguing about Alliances: The Art of Agreement in Military-Pact 

Negotiations. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2019. Introduction & Chap. 1. 

Stephen M. Walt, Origins of Alliances. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1987.  

  Glenn H. Snyder, “The Security Dilemma in Alliance Politics.” World Politics. 36, 4 

(July 1984), 461 – 495. 

Glenn H. Snyder, Alliance Politics. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1997.  

  James D. Morrow, “Alliances: Why Write Them Down?” Annual Review of Political 

Science, 3 (2000): 63-83. (see also later sections on signaling) 

  Ole R. Holsti, P. Terrence Hopmann, and John D. Sullivan, Unity and Disintegration 

in International Alliances: Comparative Studies. New York: Wiley, 1973. 

     Benjamin Fordham and Paul Poast, “All Alliances are Multilateral: Rethinking 

Alliance Formation." Journal of Conflict Resolution. August 2016: 840-865. 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/world-politics
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  Marina E. Henke, “Buying Allies: Payment Practices in Multilateral Military 

Coalitions. International Security 43, 4 (2019), 128-62. 

Thomas J. Christensen and Jack Snyder, "Chain Gangs and Passed Bucks: Predicting 

Alliance Patterns in Multipolarity." International Organization 44 (Spring 1990): 

137-69. 

  Thomas J. Christensen, “Perceptions and alliances in Europe, 1865-1940,” 

International Organization 51, 1 (Winter 1997): 65-97. 

Thomas S. Wilkins, "'Alignment," not 'Alliance' the Shifting Paradigm of International 

Security Cooperation: Toward a Conceptual Taxonomy of Alignment." Review of 

International Studies, 38, 1 (2012): 53-76. 

Tongfi Kim, “Why Alliances Entangle But Seldom Entrap States.” Security Studies, 

20, 3 (2011): 350-377. 

Michael Beckley, “The Myth of Entangling Alliances: Reassessing the Security Risks 

of U.S. Defense Pacts. International Security 39:7–48. 

Gregory D. Miller, The Shadow of the Past: Reputation and Military Alliances Before 

the First World War. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2011. 

  Patricia A. Weitsman, “Intimate enemies: The politics of peacetime alliances. Security 

Studies 7, 1 (1997):156–193. 

  Mark L. Haas, Frenemies: When Ideological Enemies Ally. Ithaca, NY: Cornell  

       University Press, 2022. 

  Mark L. Haas, “When Do Ideological Enemies Ally?” International Security 46, 1, 

(Summer 2021), 104-146. 

              Evan N. Resnick, “Strange Bedfellows: U.S. Bargaining Behavior with Allies of 

Convenience,” International Security, 35, 3 (Winter 2010/11), 

  Joshua Alley, “Elite Cues and Public Attitudes Towards Military Alliances.” Journal 

of Conflict Resolution 67, 7-8 (2023) 1537–1563. 

 

      Formal Models of Alliances  

Alastair Smith, "Alliance Formation and War." International Studies Quarterly 39 

(December 1995): 405-25. 

James D. Morrow, "Alliances and Asymmetry: An Alternative to the Capability 

Aggregation Model of Alliances." American Journal of Political Science 35 

(November 1991): 904-33.  

James D. Morrow, "Arms versus Allies: Tradeoffs in the Search for Security." 

International Organization 47 (Spring 1993): 207-34. 

  Matthew Digiuseppe and Paul Poast, “Arms versus Democratic Allies,” British 

Journal of International Politics 48, 4 (October 2018), 981-1003. 

Glenn Palmer and T. Clifton Morgan, A Theory of Foreign Policy. Princeton: 

Princeton University Press, 2006. 

 

  

https://www-cambridge-org.proxy.libraries.rutgers.edu/core/search?filters%5BauthorTerms%5D=Matthew%20Digiuseppe&eventCode=SE-AU
https://www-cambridge-org.proxy.libraries.rutgers.edu/core/search?filters%5BauthorTerms%5D=Paul%20Poast&eventCode=SE-AU
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  Alliance Strategies 

Paul W. Schroeder. "Alliances, 1815-1945: Weapons of Power and Tools of 

Management." In Klaus Knorr, ed., Historical Dimensions of National Security 

Problems. Lawrence: Kansas University Press, 1976. Pp. 227-62. 

      Timothy W. Crawford, "Preventing Enemy Coalitions: How Wedge Strategies Shape 

Power Politics." International Security. 35, 4 (Spring 2011): 155-89. 

      Timothy W, Crawford, The Power to Divide: Wedge Strategies in Great Power 

Competition. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2022. 

  Yasuhiro Izumikawa, “To Coerce or Reward? Theorizing Wedge Strategies in 

Alliance Politics.” Security Studies 22, 3 (2013): 498-531. 

  +++ see also discussion of balancing vs. bandwagoning 

 

  Domestic Sources of Alliances 

  Michael N. Barnett and Jack S. Levy, "Domestic Sources of Alliances and 

Alignments: The Case of Egypt, 1962-73." International Organization, 45, 3 

(Summer, 1991): 369-395. 

Steven R. David, "Explaining Third World Alignment," World Politics 40, 2 (January 

1991): 233-56. 

   Michael N. Barnett, "Identity and Alliances in the Middle East. In Peter J. 

Katzenstein, ed., The Culture of National Security: Norms and Identity in World 

Politics. New York: Columbia University Press, 1996. Pp. 400-47. 

   Mark L. Haas, “When Do Ideological Enemies Ally?” International Security, 46, 1 

(Summer 2021), 104-46. 

   Scott Wolford and Emily Hencken Ritter. 2016. “National Leaders, Political Security,        

                   and Interstate Coalitions.” International Studies Quarterly 60, 3 (2016), 540-551. 

  Michael A. Allen and Matthew DiGiuseppe. "Tightening the Belt: Sovereign Debt and 

Alliance Formation." International Studies Quarterly 57, 4 (2013): 647-659. 

  Michael C. Horowitz, Paul Poast, and Allan C. Stam. “Domestic Signaling of 

Commitment Credibility.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 61, 8 (September 2017): 

1682-1710. 

  Jessica Edry, Jesse C. Johnson, and Brett Ashley Leeds, “Threats at Home and 

Abroad: Interstate War, Civil War, and Alliance Formation.” International 

Organization, 75, 3 (Summer 2021), 837-57 

          Jack S. Levy and Michael N. Barnett, "Alliance Formation, Domestic Political 

Economy, and Third World Security." Jerusalem Journal of International 

Relations 14 (December 1992): 19-40. 
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  Reliability and Reassurance  

  Brett Ashley Leeds, Alliance Reliability in Times of War: Explaining State Decisions 

to Violate Treaties.” International Organization, 57, 4 (Autumn 2003), 801-827. 

  Erik Gartzke & Kristian S. Gleditsch, “Why Democracies May Actually Be Less 

Reliable Allies.” American Journal of Political Science, 48, 4 (2004), 775-795. 

  Neil Narang and Brad L. LeVeck, “International Reputation and Alliance Portfolios: 

How Unreliability Affects the Structure and Composition of Alliance Treaties.” 

Journal of Peace Research 56, 3 (2019): 379–94. 

  Iain D. Henry, “What Allies Want: Reconsidering Loyalty, Reliability and Alliance 

Interdependence.” International Security 44, 4 (Spring 2020): 45-83. 

  Dan Reiter and Paul Poast, “The Truth about Tripwires: Why Small Force 

Deployments Do Not Always Deter Aggression.” Texas National Security Review 

4, 3 (Summer 2021), 33-53. 

  Brian Blankenship & Erik Lin-Greenberg, “Trivial Tripwires? Military Capabilities 

and  Alliance Reassurance.” Security Studies, 31:1 (2022), 92-117.   

  Brian Blankenship and Erik Lin-Greenberg, “Trivial Tripwires? Military Capabilities 

and Alliance Reassurance.” Security Studies. 31:1 (2022), 92-117. 

          Jesse C. Johnson and Scott Wolford, “Alliance Reliability and Dispute Escalation.” 

Journal of Conflict Resolution 67, 4, (April 2023), 617-41. 

 Jasen J. Castillo & Alexander B. Downes, “Loyalty, hedging, or exit: How weaker 

alliance partners respond to the rise of new threats.” Journal of Strategic Studies, 
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International Organization 37, 4 (Autumn 1983): 713-38. 

     Wolfgang Danspeckgruber, ed., Robert Gilpin & International Relations: Reflections. 

Princeton: Liechtenstein Institute, 2012. 

 

   Historical Perspectives  

 Paul Kennedy, The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers: Economic Change and 

Military Conflict from 1500 to 2000. New York: Random House, 1987. 

  David Reynolds, “Power, Wealth, and War in the Modern World,” Historical Journal, 

32, 2 (June 1989), 475-87. (Review of Kennedy, Rise & Fall) 

         Glenn Hubbard and Time Kane, Balance: The Economics of Great Powers from 

Ancient Rome to Modern America. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2013. 

  Nikolaus Leo Overtoom, “The Power-Transition Crisis of the 240s BCE and the 

Creation of the Parthian State.” International History Review 38, 5 (2016), 984-

1013. 

  Kori Schake, Safe Passage: The Transition from British to American Hegemony. 

Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2017. 

  Feng Yongping, “The Peaceful Transition of Power from the UK to the US.” Chinese 

Journal of International Politics 1, 1 (July 2006): 83–108. 

 

5c.      Power Transition Theory and the Rise of China  

        *    Graham Allison, “The Thucydides Trap,” The Atlantic, September 2015.     

https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2015/09/united-states-china-

war-thucydides-trap/406756/ 

      Graham Allison, Destined for War: Can America and China Escape Thucydides’s 

Trap? New York: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2017.   

   Jack S. Levy, “Power Transition Theory and the Rise of China.” In Robert S. Ross 

and Zhu Feng, eds., China's Ascent: Power, Security, and the Future of 

International Politics. Ithaca, New York: Cornell University Press, 2008. Pp. 11-33. 

  Steve Chan, Thucydides’s Trap? Historical Interpretation, Logic of Inquiry, and the 

Future of Sino-American Relations. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 

2020. 

                  H-Diplo/ISSF Roundtable 12-2 (9 Nov 2020) on Chan, Thucydides’s Trap?  

https://issforum.org/roundtables/12-2-Thucydides 

Steve Chan, Rumbles of Thunder: Power Shifts and the Danger of Sino-American 

War. New York: Columbia University Press, 2022. 

  Avery Goldstein, "Power Transitions, Institutions, and China's Rise in East Asia: 

Theoretical Expectations and Evidence." The Journal of Strategic Studies 30, 4-5 

(August-October 2007), 639-682. 

https://academic-oup-com.proxy.libraries.rutgers.edu/cjip/search-results?f_Authors=Feng+Yongping
https://academic-oup-com.proxy.libraries.rutgers.edu/cjip/article/1/1/83/298724
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2015/09/united-states-china-war-thucydides-trap/406756/
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2015/09/united-states-china-war-thucydides-trap/406756/
https://issforum.org/roundtables/12-2-Thucydides
http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/content~content=a780700948~db=all~order=page
http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/content~content=a780700948~db=all~order=page
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  David Welch, “China, the United States, and ‘Thucydides’s Trap.’” In Huiyun Feng 

and Kai He, eds., China’s Challenges and International Order Transition: Beyond 

“Thucydides’s Trap.” Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2020. Pp. 47-70.  

   Ronald L. Tammen and Jacek Kugler. “Power Transition and China-US 

Conflicts.” The Chinese Journal of International Politics, 1, 1, (2006): 35–55. 

   David Rapkin & William Thompson. “Power Transition, Challenge and the 

(Re)Emergence of China.” International Interactions, 29, 4 (2003), 315-342. 

     Yves-Heng Lim, “How Dis(Satisfied) is China? A Power Transition Theory 

Perspective,” Journal of Contemporary China 24, 92 (2015), 282-285. 

  Asle Toje, ed., Will China’s Rise be Peaceful? Security, Stabiltiy, and Legitimacy. 

Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press, 2018. 

   Evelyn Goh, “Contesting Hegemonic Order: China in East Asia,” Security Studies 

28:3 (2019): 614–644.   

              David C. Kang & Xinru Ma, “Power Transitions: Thucydides Didn’t Live in East 

Asia, The Washington Quarterly, 41, 1 (2018), 137-154. 

“Can America and China Escape the Thucydides Trap?” Special Issue, Journal of 

Chinese Political Science 24, 1 (March 2019). 

  Yves-Heng Lim, “How (Dis)Satisfied Is China? A Power Transition Theory 

Perspective.” Journal of Contemporary China, 24, 92 (2014), 280–297., 

  Joshua Shifrinson, “The rise of China, balance of power theory and US national 

security: Reasons for optimism?” Journal of Strategic Studies, 43:2 (2020), 175-

216. 

  Stephen G. Brooks and William C. Wohlforth. 2016. “The Rise and Fall of the Great 

Powers in the Twenty-first Century: China's Rise and the Fate of America's Global 

Position.” International Security 40, 3 (2016): 7-53.  

Brandon Yoder, “Uncertainty, Shifting Power, and Credibility in US-China Relations: 

Why “Thucydides’ Trap” Is Real, but Limited.” Journal of Chinese Political 

Science 24, 1 (2019), 87-104.  

  James C. MacDougall, Destined for War: Can America and China Escape Thucydides 

Trap? Parameters 47: 2, 2017, pp.113-116. 

 

5d.  Preventive War   

  (central to balance of power theory as well) 

         *   Jack S. Levy, “Preventive War and Democratic Politics.” International Studies 

Quarterly, 52, 1 (March 2008): 1-24.  

        Jack S. Levy, “Declining Power and the Preventive Motivation for War.” World 

Politics, 40, 1 (October 1987): 82-107. 

    Jack S. Levy, “Preventive War: Concept and Propositions.” International Interactions 

37, 1 (March 2011): 87-96. 

Stephen Van Evera, Causes of War. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1999. 

Chap. 4. 

Dale C. Copeland, The Origins of Major War. Ithaca, New York: Cornell University 

Press, 2000. 

https://link-springer-com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/journal/11366
https://link-springer-com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/journal/11366
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Randall L. Schweller, “Domestic Structure and Preventive War: Are Democracies 

More Pacific?” World Politics 44, 2 (January 1992): 235-69. 

  Jack S. Levy and Joseph R. Gochal, “Democracy and Preventive War: Israel and the 

1956 Sinai Campaign.” Security Studies, 11, 2 (Winter 2001/2): 1-49. 

  Steven E. Lobell, “Preventive military strike or preventive war? The fungibility of 

power resources.” Cambridge Review of International Affairs, online first 2021 

               Jonathon Renson, Why Leaders Choose War: The Psychology of Prevention. 

Westport, CT: Praeger, 2006.  

Woosang Kim and James D. Morrow, “When Do Power Shifts Lead to War?” 

American Journal of Political Science 36, 4 (1992): 896-922. 

Douglas Lemke, “Investigating the Preventive Motive for War.” International 

   Interactions 29, 4 (2003): 273-292.  

   Sam R. Bell and Jesse C. Johnson, “Shifting Power, Commitment Problems, and 

Preventive War.” International Studies Quarterly 59, 1 (March 2015): 124–132.  

               Richard Ned Lebow, “Windows of Opportunity: Do States Jump Through Them?” 

International Security 9, 1 (Summer, 1984): 147-186. 

   Brandon K. Yoder, “Hedging for Better Bets: Power Shifts, Credible Signals, and 

Preventive Conflict.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 63, 4 (April 2019): 923-49. 

 Colin Krainin, Kristopher W Ramsay, Bella Wang, and Joseph J Ruggiero, 

“Preventive war and sovereign debt.” Conflict Management and Peace Science, 

online first 6 Jul 2021. https://doi-

org.proxy.libraries.rutgers.edu/10.1177/07388942211024947 

   Peter Schram, “Hassling: How States Prevent a Preventive War.” American Journal 

of Political Science, 65, 2 (April 2021), 294–308. 

               For formal models see week 6 on the commitment problem. 

 

  Historical Applications  

  Barry Strauss, “Preemptive Strikes and Preventive Wars: A Historian’s Perspective.” 

Hoover Institution, August 29, 2017. https://www.hoover.org/research/preemptive-

strikes-and-preventive-wars-historians-perspective 

              Richard K. Betts, “Striking First: A History of Thankfully Lost Opportunities.” Ethics 

& International Affairs 17, 1 (2003): 17-24. 

  Paul W. Schroeder, "Preventive Wars to Restore and Stabilize the International 

System." International Interactions, 37, 1 (March 2011): 96-107. 

      On the First World War, see the following chapters in Jack S. Levy and John A. 

Vasquez, eds., The Outbreak of the First World War: Structure, Politics, and 

Decision-Making. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2014.  

 William Mulligan, “Restraints on preventive war before 1914.” Pp. 115-38. 

Jack S. Levy, “The sources of preventive logic in German decision-making in 

1914.” Pp. 139-66. 

Dale C. Copeland, “International relations theory and the three great puzzles of the 

First World War.” Pp. 167-98. 

John A. Vasquez, “Was the First World War a preventive war? Concepts, criteria, 

and evidence.” Pp. 199-223. 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/isqu.12165/abstract?campaign=woletoc
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/isqu.12165/abstract?campaign=woletoc
https://journals-sagepub-com.proxy.libraries.rutgers.edu/toc/CMP/0/0
https://journals-sagepub-com.proxy.libraries.rutgers.edu/toc/CMP/0/0
https://journals-sagepub-com.proxy.libraries.rutgers.edu/toc/CMP/0/0
https://journals-sagepub-com.proxy.libraries.rutgers.edu/toc/CMP/0/0
https://journals-sagepub-com.proxy.libraries.rutgers.edu/doi/full/10.1177/07388942211024947
https://doi-org.proxy.libraries.rutgers.edu/10.1177/07388942211024947
https://doi-org.proxy.libraries.rutgers.edu/10.1177/07388942211024947
https://www.hoover.org/research/preemptive-strikes-and-preventive-wars-historians-perspective
https://www.hoover.org/research/preemptive-strikes-and-preventive-wars-historians-perspective
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   Jack S. Levy and William Mulligan, “Shifting Power, Preventive Logic, and the 

Response of the Target: Germany, Russia, and the First World War,” Journal of 

Strategic Studies 40, 5: 731-69. 

               Patrick J. McDonald, “Complicating Commitment: Free Resources, Power Shifts, and 

the Fiscal Politics of Preventive War.” International Studies Quarterly 55, 4 

(December 2011): 1095-1120.   

   Norrin M. Ripsman and Jack S. Levy, “The Preventive War that Never Happened: 

Britain, France, and the Rise of Germany in the 1930s.” Security Studies, 16, 1 

(January-March 2007): 32-67.   

Norrin M. Ripsman and Jack S. Levy, “Wishful Thinking or Buying Time? The Logic 

of British Appeasement in the 1930s.” International Security, 33, 2 (Fall 2008): 

148-81. 

   Scott A. Silverstone, “Preventive War and the Problem of Post-Conflict Political 

Order.” International Interactions 37, 1 (March 2011): 107-16. 

               Scott A. Silverstone, From Hitler's Germany to Saddam's Iraq: The Enduring False 

Promise of Preventive War. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2018.  

Steven E. Lobell, “Why Israel launched a preventive military strike on Iraq’s nuclear 

weapons program (1981): The fungibility of power resources, Journal of Strategic 

Studies, 46:2 (2023), 319-344. 

    +++ see week 13 on Preventive Logic in the Nuclear Age 

       

5e.   The Status Quo/Revisionist Distinction 

      Steve Chan, Weixing Hu, and Kai He, “Discerning States’ Revisionist and Status-Quo 

Orientations: Comparing China and the U.S.” European Journal of International 

Relations 27:2 (2019): 613-640.   

                 Steve Chan, Huiyun Feng, Kai He, and Weixing Hu. Contesting Revisionism: China, 

the United States, and the Transformation of International Order. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 2021. 

          Alexander Cooley, Daniel Nexon, and Steve Ward. 2019. “Revising Order or 

Challenging the Balance of Military Power? An Alternative Typology of 

Revisionist and Status- Quo States.” Review of International Studies  45, 4 (2019): 

689-708. 

  Sten Rynning and Jens Ringsmose, “Why are revisionist states revisionist? Reviving 

classical realism as an approach to understanding international change.” 

International Politics, 45:1 (2008), pp. 19–39. 

  Stacie E. Goddard, “Embedded revisionism: Networks, institutions, and challenges to 

world order.” International Organization, 72:4 (2018), 763–97. 

  Jason W. Davidson, The Origins of Revisionist and Status-Quo States. London: 

Palgrave Macmillan, 2006. 

    Alastair Iain Johnston, “Is China a Status Quo Power?,” International Security 27:4 

(2003): 5-56.   

 

  

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/review-of-international-studies/volume/F3106428FAE2EF7A2C363EED69D397AF
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/review-of-international-studies/issue/0094955FF0F089FFB4468E2D9C04BD9B
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5f.   Rising and Declining Powers 

   Joseph Parent and Paul MacDonald, “Graceful Decline: The Surprising Success of 

Superpower Retrenchment,” International Security 35, 4 (Spring 2011): 7-44. 

   Paul K. MacDonald and Joseph M. Parent, Twilight of the Titans: Great Power 

Decline and Retrenchment. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2018.  

    Mancur Olson, Rise and Decline of Nations. New York: Yale University Press, 1984. 

   Daron Acemoglu and James Robinson, Why Nations Fail. New York: Crown, 2012. 

           Yan Xuetong, Leadership and the Rise of Great Power. Princeton: Princeton 

University   Press, 2019. 

  Aaron Friedberg, The Weary Titan: Britain and the Experience of Relative Decline, 

1895-1905. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1988. 

  William Wohlforth, “Hegemonic Decline and Hegemonic War Revisited,” in G. John 

Ikenberry, ed., Power, Order, and Change in World Politics. New York: Cambridge 

UP, 2014.    

  T.V. Paul, Accommodating Rising Powers: Past, Present, and Future. New York: 

Cambridge UP, 2016.  

  David M. Edelstein, Over the Horizon: Time, Uncertainty, and the Rise of Great  

       Power.  Ithaca, NY: Cornell UP, 2017. 

    Steven Ward, Status and the Challenge of Rising Powers. Ithaca, NY: Cornell UP, 

2017. 

  Joshua Shifrinson, Rising Titans, Falling Giants: How Great Powers Exploit Power 

Shifts. Ithaca, NY: Cornell UP, 2018. 

          Stacie E. Goddard, When Right Makes Might: Rising Powers and World Order. Ithaca, 

NY: Cornell University Press, 2018. 

  Evan Montgomery, In the Hegemon’s Shadow: Leading States and the Rise of Regional 

Powers. Ithaca: Cornell UP, 2016. 

 Jonathan Bendor and Jacob N. Shapiro, “Historical Contingencies in the Evolution of 

States and their Militaries.” World Politics 71, 1 (January 2019): 126-60. 

             Yan Xuetong, Leadership and the Rise of Great Powers. Princeton, NJ: Princeton 

University Press, 2019. 

 Brandon Yoder, “Retrenchment as a Screening Mechanism: Power Shifts, Strategic 

Withdrawal and Credible Signals.” American Journal of Political Science 63, 1 

(2019), 130-145.   

 Joshua R. Itzkowitz Shifrinson, “Partnership or Predation? How Rising States Contend 

with Declining Great Powers.” International Security, 45, 1 (Summer 2020), 90-

126. 

 Hal Brands, "Danger: Falling Powers: Why Revisionist Powers in Decline May Pose 

an Even Greater Threat Than Those on the Rise." The American Interest, October 

24, 2018. https://www.the-american-interest.com/2018/10/24/danger-falling-

powers/. 

  

https://muse-jhu-edu.proxy.libraries.rutgers.edu/search?action=search&&query=author:%22Jonathan%20Bendor%22
https://muse-jhu-edu.proxy.libraries.rutgers.edu/search?action=search&&query=author:%22Jacob%20N.%20Shapiro%22
https://muse-jhu-edu.proxy.libraries.rutgers.edu/article/715540
https://muse-jhu-edu.proxy.libraries.rutgers.edu/article/715540
https://muse-jhu-edu.proxy.libraries.rutgers.edu/search?action=search&&query=author:%22Joshua%20R.%20Itzkowitz%20Shifrinson%22
https://muse-jhu-edu.proxy.libraries.rutgers.edu/article/761083
https://muse-jhu-edu.proxy.libraries.rutgers.edu/article/761083
https://www.the-american-interest.com/2018/10/24/danger-falling-powers/
https://www.the-american-interest.com/2018/10/24/danger-falling-powers/
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5g.  Systemic Leadership and Long Cycle Theory (Thompson, Rasler, Modelski)  

        *    William R. Thompson, “Space, Time, and Systemic Leadership.” In Thompson, 

Power Concentration in World Politics: The Political Economy of Systemic 

Leadership, Growth, and Conflict. Cham, Switzerland: Springer, 2020. Pp. 1-21. 

              William R. Thompson and Leila Zakhirova, Racing to the Top: How Energy Fuels 

Systemic Leadership in World Politics. New York: Oxford University Press, 2017.  

       Karen Rasler and William R. Thompson, "Global War and the Political Economy of 

Structural Change." In Manus I. Midlarsky, ed., Handbook of War Studies II. Ann 

Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2000. Pp. 301-31. 

      George Modelski, "The Long Cycle of Global Politics and the Nation-State," 

Comparative Studies in Society and History 20 (April 1978): 214-35. 

William R. Thompson, On Global War: Historical-Structural Approaches to World 

Politics. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1988. 

George Modelski and William R. Thompson. Seapower in Global Politics, 1494-

1993. Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1989. 

George Modelski and William R. Thompson, Leading Sectors and World Politics. 

Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1996. 

Karen A. Rasler and William R. Thompson, War and State Making. Boston: Unwin 

Hyman, 1989. 

         Karen A. Rasler and William R. Thompson, The Great Powers and Global Struggle, 

1490-1990. Lexington: The University Press of Kentucky, 1994.   

              William R. Thompson, American Global Pre-eminence: The Development and 

Erosion of Systemic Leadership.  New York: Oxford University Press, 2021. 

Richard Rosecrance, "Long Cycle Theory and International Relations." International 

Organization 41 (Spring 1987): 283-301.  

Jack S. Levy, "Long Cycles, Hegemonic Transitions, and the Long Peace." In Charles 

W. Kegley, Jr. ed., The Long Postwar Peace. New York: HarperCollins, 1991. Pp. 

147-176.  

 

5h.   Theories of General/Hegemonic/Systemic/World War 

   Jack S. Levy, "Theories of General War." World Politics 37, 3 (April 1985): 344-374. 

William R. Thompson, On Global War: Historical-Structural Approaches to World 

Politics. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1988. 

              John A. Vasquez, “Explaining World War.” In Vasquez, The War Puzzle Revisited. 

New York: Cambridge University Press, 2009. Chap. 7. 

              Manus I. Midlarsky, The Onset of World War. Boston: Unwin Hyman, 1988. 

  Andrea Bartoletti, Escaping the Deadly Embrace: Encirclement and Major War. 

Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2022. 
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5i.  Other Theories of Hierarchy, Transition, and War  

 Charles F. Doran, "Confronting the Principles of the Power Cycle: Changing Systems 

Structure, Expectations, and War." In Manus I. Midlarsky, ed., Handbook of War 

Studies II. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2000. Pp. 332-68. 

Charles F. Doran, The Politics of Assimilation: Hegemony and Its Aftermath. 

Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1971. 

Charles F. Doran, Systems in Crisis: New Imperatives of High Politics at Century's 

End. New York: Cambridge University Press, 1991. 

Brock F. Tessman and Steve Chan, “Power Cycles, Risk Propensity, and Great-Power 

Deterrence.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 48, 2 (April 2004): 138-41. 

Joshua Goldstein, Long Cycles. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1988. 

Torbjørn L. Knutsen, The Rise and Fall of World Orders. Manchester, UK: 

Manchester University Press, 1999. 

    Henk Houweling and Jan G. Siccama, "Power Transitions as a Cause of War." 

Journal of Conflict Resolution 32 (March 1988): 87-102.  

  Woosang Kim, "Power Transitions and Great Power War from Westphalia to 

Waterloo." World Politics 45,1 (October 1992): 153-72. 

Kelly M. Kadera, The Power-Conflict Story: A Dynamic Model of Interstate Rivalry. 

Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2001.   

Mark R. Brawley, Liberal Leadership: Great Powers and Their Challengers in Peace 

and War. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1993. 

 

5j.  Theories of Unipolar Politics and Hegemony  

       Nuno P. Montiero, Theory of Unipolar Politics. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge UP, 

                   2014. 

        ISSF roundtable review (Ocbpber 2015):   

                   http://issforum.org/ISSF/PDF/ISSF-Roundtable-8-3.pdf 

              “Hegemony Studies 3.0: The Dynamics of Hegemonic Orders,” Special issue, Security 

Studies, 28:3 (2019), ed. by G. John Ikenberry & Daniel H. Nexon. 

Nuno P. Monteiro, “Unrest Assured: Why Unipolarity Is Not Peaceful.” International 

Security 36, 3 (Winter 2011/12): 9–40. 

  “International Relations Theory and the Consequences of Unipolarity.” Special issue, 

World Politics, 57, 2 (January 2009). Articles by Ikenberry, Mastanduno, and 

Wohlforth; Wohlforth; Finnemore; Walt; Masanduno; Snyder, Shapiro, Bloch-

Elkon; Jervis.   

David A. Lake, Hierarchy in International Relations. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University 

Press, 2009. 

Ethan B. Kapstein and Michael Mastantuno, eds. Unipolar Politics: Realism and State 

Strategies After the Cold War. New York: Columbia University Press, 1999. 

G. John Ikenberry, Liberal Leviathan. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2011. 

  Randall L. Schweller, “The Problem of International Order Revisited: A Review 

Essay.” International Security 26, no. 1 (Summer 2001): 161–186. 

Christopher Layne, "The Unipolar Illusion Revisited: The Coming End of the United 

States' Unipolar Moment," International Security, 31, 2 (Fall 2006), 7-41. 
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the Present. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2006. 

Stephen M. Walt, Taming American Power: The Global Response to U.S. Primacy. 

New York: Norton, 2005. 

Stephen M. Walt, “Alliances in A Unipolar World.” World Politics 61, 1 (2009): 86-

120. 

Stephen G. Brooks and William C. Wohlforth, “International Relations Theory and 

the Case against Unilateralism.” Perspectives on Politics 3, 3 (September 2005), 

509-24. 

Stephen G. Brooks and William C. Wohlforth, World Out of Balance: International 

Relations and the Challenge of American Primacy. Princeton: Princeton University 

Press, 2008. 

     Reviews: Cambridge Review of International Affairs 24, 2 (June 2011): 1-219. 

Christopher J. Fettweis (2017) Unipolarity, Hegemony, and the New Peace.” Security 

Studies, 26, 3, 423-451, DOI: 10.1080/09636412.2017.1306394 

Joanne Gowa and Kristopher W. Ramsay, “Gulliver Untied: Entry Deterrence Under 

Unipolarity.” International Organization 71, 3 (Summer 2017):  459-90. 

  Thomas Oatley, A Political Economy of American Hegemony. Cambridge, UK: 

Cambridge University Press, 2015.  

               Daniel J. Sargent, “Paz Americana: Sketches for an Undiplomatic History.” 

Diplomatic History 42, 3 (June 2018): 357-76. 

   Yuan-kang Wang.  “The Durability of a Unipolar System: Lessons from East Asian 

History.” Security Studies 29:5 (2020): 832-863.  

 

5k.  David Kang’s Research Program on Hierarchy in Asia 

David Kang, "Getting Asia Wrong: The Need for New Analytic Frameworks." 

International Security 27, 4 (Spring 2003): 57-85. 

David Kang, "Hierarchy, Balancing, and Empirical Puzzles in Asian International 

Relations." International Security 28, 3 (Winter 2004): 165-81. 
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  RIVALRIES AND ARMS RACES   
 

5l .      International Rivalries  

 

  Overview   

  *   Jack S. Levy and William R. Thompson, Causes of War. Chichester, UK: Wiley-

Blackwell, 2010.  Chap. 3, pp. 56-59. 

 John A. Vasquez, The War Puzzle Revisited. New York: Cambridge University Press, 

2009. Chap. 2, pp. 78-89 only. Reading in week 1 folder. 

       Gary Goertz and Paul F. Diehl, "(Enduring) Rivalries." In Manus I. Midlarsky, ed., 

Handbook of War Studies II. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2000. Pp. 

222-67. 

       John Vasquez and Christopher S. Leskiw, “The Origins and War Proneness of 

Interstate Rivalries.” Annual Review of Political Science, 4 (2001): 295-316. 

 

   The Diehl and Goertz Research Program  

      Paul F. Diehl and Gary Goertz, “The Rivalry Process: How Rivalries Are Sustained 

and Terminated.” In John A. Vasquez, ed., What Do We Know About War? 2nd ed. 

Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2012. Pp. 83-110. 

             Paul F. Diehl, ed., The Dynamics of Enduring Rivalries. Urbana/ Champaign: 

University of Illinois Press, 1998. Pp. 1-25, 225-42. 

    Gary Goertz and Paul F. Diehl, "Enduring Rivalries: Theoretical Constructs and 

Empirical Patterns." International Studies Quarterly 37 (June 1993): 147-71. 

    Paul F. Diehl and Gary Goertz, War and Peace in International Rivalry. Ann Arbor: 

University of Michigan Press, 2000.  

    Gary Goertz and Paul F. Diehl, "Taking "Enduring" Out of Enduring Rivalry: The 

Rivalry Approach to War and Peace." International Interactions 21 (1996): 291-

308. 

James P. Klein and Gary Goertz, et al., "The New Rivalry Dataset: Procedures and 

Patterns." Journal of Peace Research 43, 3 (2006): 331-348. 

 

The Thompson/Rasler/Colaresi Research Program on Rivalries 

           *  William R. Thompson, “Identifying Rivals and Rivalries in World Politics.” 

International Studies Quarterly 45, 4 (December 2001): 557-586. 

           William R. Thompson, "Principal Rivalries." Journal of Conflict Resolution 39 (June 

1995): 195-223. 

  William R. Thompson, ed., Great Power Rivalries. Columbia: University of South 

Carolina Press, 1999. 

      William R. Thompson and David Dreyer, Handbook of Interstate Rivalries, 1494-

2010. Washington, DC: CQ Press, 2011. 

               Michael Colaresi and William R. Thompson, "Hot Spots or Hot Hands? Serial Crisis 

Behavior, Escalating Risks, and Rivalry." Journal of Politics, 64, 4 (November 

2002), 1175-1198. 
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  Michael Colaresi & William R. Thompson, "Strategic Rivalries, Protracted Conflict, 

and Crisis Escalation." Journal of Peace Research, 39, 3 (May 2002), 263-87. 

  Michael Colaresi, Scare Tactics: The Politics of International Rivalry. Syracuse, NY: 

Syracuse University Press, 2005. 

      Karen A. Rasler and William R. Thompson, “Contested Territory, Strategic 

Rivalries, and Conflict Escalation.” International Studies Quarterly, 50, 1 (March 

2006), 145-67. 
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6.        BARGAINING AND WAR  (October 13)   
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                   Case of the Spanish-American War” Journal of Peace Research 34, no. 4 

(November   1997): 415–430. 
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      Bruce Bueno de Mesquita, Alastair Smith, Randolph M. Siverson, and James D. 
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12 (July 2011): 71–72. 
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 Paul Hensel, Gary Goertz, and Paul F. Diehl, "The Democratic Peace and Rivalries." 
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9.  ECONOMIC THEORIES OF PEACE AND WAR  (November 3) 

  Required reading in sections 8 a, d, g, l, m 

 

9a.  General Treatments  

 *   Jack S. Levy and William R. Thompson, Causes of War. Chichester, UK: Wiley-

Blackwell, 2010. Chap. 4 (pp. 85-93), and chap. 2 (pp. 70-77). 

           Lionel Robbins, Economic Causes of War. London: Jonathan Cape, 1939. 

  Fanny Coulomb, Economic Theories of Peace and War. London: Routledge, 2004. 

Paul Poast, The Economics of War. New York, NY: McGraw-Hill Irwin. 2006. 
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York: Palgrave, 2011. 
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for Social Scientists. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2009. 

              Paul Poast, “Beyond the “Sinew of War”: The Political Economy of Security as a 
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      Jean-Marc F. Blanchard, Edward D. Mansfield, and Norrin M. Ripsman, eds., "Power 

and the Purse: Economic Statecraft, Interdependence, and National Security." 
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                Dietmar Rothermund, “War – Depression – War: The Fatal Sequence in a Global 

Perspective.” Diplomatic History, 38, 4 (2014):   840-51. 

 Eric Helleiner, The Neomercantilists: A Global Intellectual History. Ithaca: Cornell 

University Press, 2021.  

 Stephen Gent and Mark J.C. Crescenzi, Market-Power Politics: War, Strategic Delay, 
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2021. 

“Political Economy of Global Security,” Special Issue, Journal of Global Security 

Studies 6, 1 (March 2021).  

 

9b.  Marxist-Leninist Theories 

  J.A. Hobson, Imperialism. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1965. 

V.I. Lenin, Imperialism: The Highest Stage of Capitalism. New York: International 

Publishers, 1939.  

Bernard Semmel, ed., Marxism and the Science of War. New York: Oxford University 

Press, 1981.  

  Albert Szymanski, The Logic of Imperialism. New York: Praeger, 1981. 
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Boulder, CO: Westview, 1988. 
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relations. London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1980. 

Anthony Brewer, Marxist Theories of Imperialism. London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 
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              Patrick Wolfe, “History and Imperialism: A Century of Theory, from Marx to 

Postcolonialism.” American Historical Review, 102, 2 (1997): 388–420. 

 

  Critiques and Alternative Theories of Imperialism 

Joseph A. Schumpeter. Imperialism and Social Classes, trans. by Heinz Norden. New 

York: Augustus M. Kelley, 1951. 

  John Gallagher and Ronald Robinson, "The Imperialism of Free Trade." Economic 

History Review. 6, 1 (1953): 1–15.   

  Tarak Barkawi, Globalization & War. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2006. 
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York: New Viewpoints, 1976.   
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  Tony Smith, The Pattern of Imperialism: The United States, Great Britain, and the 
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Press, 1981. 

Wolfgang J. Mommsen, Theories of Imperialism. Trans. P.S. Falla. New York: 

Random House, 1980. 

Roger Owen & Bob Sutcliffe, eds., Studies in the Theory of Imperialism. London: 

Longman, 1972.  

Bernard Semmel, The Liberal Ideal and the Demons of Empire: Theories of 
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Press, 1993. 

  Herfried Münkler, Empires: The Logic of World Domination from Ancient Rome to 

the United States. Trans. Patrick Camiller. Cambridge, UK: Polity Press, 2007. 

 

9c.      Resources and War 

Nazli Choucri and Robert North, Nations in Conflict: National Growth and 

International Violence. San Francisco: W.H. Freeman, 1975. 

Jeffrey D. Colgan, Petro-Aggression: When Oil Causes War. Cambridge, UK: 

Cambridge University Press, 2013. 

Jeffrey D. Colgan, “Fueling the Fire: Pathways from Oil to War.” International 

Security 38, 2 (Fall 2013), 147–180 

  Sojeong Lee and Sara McLaughlin Mitchell, “Energy resources and the risk of conflict 

                  in shared river basins.” Journal of Peace Research 56, 3 (2019): 336–351. 

  Emily Meierding, The Oil Wars Myth: Petroleum and the Causes of International 

Conflict.  Ithaca: Cornell University Press: 2020.  

  Rosemary A. Kelanic, Black Gold and Blackmail: Oil and Great Power 

Politics.  Ithaca: Cornell University Press: 2020.   
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H-Diplo/ISSF Roundtable 13-4 on “Black Gold and Blackmail: Oil and Great 

Power Politics and on The Oil Wars Myth: Petroleum and the Causes of 

International Conflict.” 15 November 2021. https://issforum.org/roundtables/13-

4 

Francesco Caseli, Massimo Morelli, and Dominic Rohner. 2015. “The Geography of 

Interstate Resource Wars.” Quarterly Journal of Economics 130, 1 (2015): 267–

316.  

Daron Acemoglu, Mikhail Golosov, Aleh Tsyvinski, and Pierre Yared, “A Dynamic 

Theory of Resource Wars.” Quarterly Journal of Economics 127, 1 (2012): 283–
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Mark Kramer, “Realism, Ideology, and the End of the Cold War: A Reply to William 

Wohlforth.” Review of International Studies 27, 1 (Jan. 2001): 119-30. 

            Robert English, “Perestroika without Politics: How Realism Misunderstands the Cold 

War’s End.” In Gary Goertz and Jack S. Levy, eds., Explaining War and Peace: 

Case Studies and Necessary Condition Counterfactuals. New York: Routledge, 

2007. Pp.237-260. 

 

10l.    Culture, Identity, and War  

  Robert Jervis, “Identity and the Cold War.” In Jervis, How Statesmen Think The 

Psychology of International Relations. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 

2017. Pp. 168-88. Also in Melvyn Leffler and Odd Arne Westad, The Cambridge 

History of the Cold War, vol. 2. 

      Richard Ned Lebow, A Cultural Theory of International Relations. Cambridge, UK:     

Cambridge University Press, 2009. 

      Richard Ned Lebow, National Identities and International Relations. Cambridge, UK:     

Cambridge University Press, 2016. 

  Richard Ned Lebow, “Identity and International Relations.” International Relations, 

22, 4 (December 2008) pp.473–492.  

      Theo Farrell, “World Culture and Military Power.” Security Studies, 14, 3 (July- 

September 2005), 448-88. 

      Ted Hopf, Social Construction of Foreign Policy: Identities and Foreign Policies, 

Moscow, 1955 and 1999. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2002. 

      Ted Hopf, and Bentley B. Allen, Making Identity Count: Building a National Identity 

Database. Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press, 2016. 

      Erik Gartzke and Kristian S. Gleditsch, "Identity and Conflict: Ties that Bind and 

Differences that Divide." European Journal of International Relations 12, 1 

(2006): 53-87. 
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 Erik Ringmar, Identity, Interest, and Action: A Cultural Explanation of Sweden's 

Intervention in the Thirty Years War. New York: Cambridge University Press, 

1996. 

  Vincenzo Bove and Gunes Gokmen, “Cultural Distance and Interstate Conflicts.” 

British Journal of International Politics 47, 4 (October 2017): 939-49. 

              Mary L. Dudziak, “’You didn’t see him lying…beside the gravel road in France’: 

Death, Distance, and American War Politics.” Diplomatic History 42, 1 (January 

2018): 1-16. 

              Michelle Murray, “Identity, Insecurity, and Great Power Politics: The Tragedy of 

German Naval Ambition Before the First World War.” Security Studies 19, 4: 

656–88. 

              Jan Vermeriren, The First World War and German National Identity: The Dual 

Alliance at War. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2016. 

 Akira Iriye, “Culture and Power: International Relations as Intercultural Relations,” 

Diplomatic History 3, 2 (April 1979), 115-128.   

 Molly Inman, Roudabeh Kishi, Jonathan Wilkenfeld, Michele Gelfand, and Elizabeth 

Salmon, “Cultural influences on mediation in international crises.” Journal of 

Conflict Resolution 58, 4 (2014): 685–712. 

        +++ See week 12 on strategic culture. 

 

    Historical Memory 

Noa Schori-Eyal, Eran Halperin, and Daniel Bar-Tal, “Three layers of collective   

victimhood: effects of multileveled victimhood on intergroup conflicts in the Israeli–

Arab context.” Journal of Applied Social Psychology 44, 12 (2014): 778–794. 

John Hutchinson, “Warfare, remembrance and national identity.” In A. Leoussi and S. 

Grosby, eds., Nationalism and Ethnosymbolism: History, Culture and Ethnicity in 

the Formation of Nations. Edinburgh, UK: Edinburgh University Press, 2007. Pp. 

42-54. 

J Christopher Cohrs, Andrew McNeill, and Johanna Ray Vollhardt, “The two-sided role 

of inclusive victimhood for intergroup reconciliation: Evidence from Northern 

Ireland.” Peace and Conflict: Journal of Peace Psychology 2, 4 (2015): 634. 

Masi Noor, Johanna Ray Vollhardt, Silvia Mari, and Arie Nadler, “The social 

psychology of collective victimhood.” European Journal of Social Psychology 47, 2 

(2017): 121–134. 

Nyhan, Brendan, and Thomas Zeitzoff, “Fighting the past: Perceptions of control, 

historical misperceptions, and corrective information in the Israeli-Palestinian 

conflict.” Political Psychology 39, 3 (2018): 611–631. 

Tadek Markiewicz and Keren Sharvit, “When Victimhood Goes to War? Israel and 

Victim Claims.” Political Psychology 42, 1 (February 2021), 111-26. 

 

  

https://www-cambridge-org.proxy.libraries.rutgers.edu/core/search?filters%5BauthorTerms%5D=Vincenzo%20Bove&eventCode=SE-AU
https://www-cambridge-org.proxy.libraries.rutgers.edu/core/search?filters%5BauthorTerms%5D=Gunes%20Gokmen&eventCode=SE-AU
https://www-cambridge-org.proxy.libraries.rutgers.edu/core/product/AB5FA335793FE977647B400357C8DCD6
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10m.  Race and War 

   Bianca Freeman, D.G. Kim, and David A. Lake, “Race in International Relations: 

                  Beyond the ‘Norm Against Noticing,’” Annual Review of Political Science, 25 

(2022): 175-196. 

    Miroslav Nincic & Donna J. Nincic, "Race, Gender, and War." Journal of Peace 

Research, 39, 5 (September 2002), 547-68. 

  Kelebogile Zvobgo and Meredith Loken, ‘Why Race Matters in International 

Relations.” Foreign Policy. 19 June 2020.                      

  “Why Is Mainstream International Relations Blind to Racism?” Foreign Policy (July 

3, 2020), 

  Srdjan Vucetic, The Anglosphere: A Genealogy of a Racialized Identity in 

International Relations. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2014.  

  John Hobson, The Eurocentric Conception of World Politics. Cambridge, UK: 

Cambridge University Press, 2012. 
  Duncan Bell, Dreamworlds of Race: Empire and the Utopian Destiny of Anglo-America. 

Princeton University Press, 2020. 

  Robert Vitalis, White World Order, Black Power Politics: The Birth of American 

International Relations. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2015. 

 Alexander Anievas, Nivi Manchanda and Robbie Shilliam, eds. Race and Racism in 

                 International Relations. London: Routledge, 2015. 

 Bianca Freeman, D.G. Kim, David A. Lake, “Race in International Relations: Beyond 

the ‘Norm Against Noticing.” Annual Review of Political Science. 25, 1 (2022): 175-

196.  

 

   Historical Applications 

  John W. Dower, War without Mercy: Race & Power in the Pacific War. New York: 

Pantheon, 1987. 

              Zoltán Bứzás, “The Color of Threat: Race, Threat Perception, and the Demise of the 

Anglo-Japanese Alliance (1902-1923),” Security Studies 22, 4 (2013): 573-606. 

  Steven Ward, “Race, Status, and Japanese Revisionism in the Early 1930s.” Security   

        Studies 22, 4 (2013): 607-39. 

 

10n.  Religion and War 

              Jack Snyder, Religion and International Relations Theory. New York: Columbia 

University Press, 2011. 

Monica Duffy Toft, Daniel Philpott, and Timothy Samuel Shah, God’s Century: 

Resurgent Religion and Global Politics. New York: Norton, 2011. 

  Carolyn M. Warner and Stephen G. Walker, “Thinking about the Role of Religion in 

Foreign Policy: A Framework for Analysis.” Foreign Policy Analysis, 7, 1 (January 

2011): 113–135. 

Michael C. Horowitz, "Long Time Going: Religion and the Duration of Crusading." 

International Security 34, 2 (Fall 2009):162-193. 

  Ron E. Hassner, “To halve and to hold: Conflicts over sacred space and the problem 

of indivisibility. Security Studies 12, 4 (2003): 1-33. 
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Ron E. Hassner, “Sacred Time and Conflict Initiation.” Security Studies, 20, 4 (2012): 

491-520. 

Ron E. Hassner, War on Sacred Grounds. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2009. 

      Douglas Johnston, Faith-Based Diplomacy: Trumping Realpolitik. New York: Oxford 

University Press, 2003. 

      Michael Jerryson and Mark Juergensmeyer, eds., Buddhist Warfare. New York: 

Oxford University Press, 2010. 

  Mark Juergensmeyer, Terror in the Mind of God: The Global Rise of Religious 

Violence, 3rd Edition. Berkley: University of California Press, 2003. 

      Qamar-ul Huda, ed., Crescent and Dove: Peace and Conflict Resolution in Islam. 

Washington, D.C.: United States Institute of Peace, 2010. 

R. Scott Appleby, The Ambivalence of the Sacred: Religion, Violence, and 

Reconciliation. Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc., 2000.  

James T. Johnson, The Holy War Idea in Western and Islamic Traditions. University 

Park, PA: The Pennsylvania State University Press, 1994. 

Andrew Philips, War, Religion and Empire: The Transformation of International 

Orders. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2011. 

Daniel Philpott, “The Religious Roots of Modern International Relations.” World 

Politics, 52, 2 (January 2000): 206-45. 

Nukhet A. Sandal and Patrick James, “Religion and International Relations Theory: 

Towards a Mutual Understanding.” European Journal of International Relations 

17, 1 (2010) 3-25.  

              Andrew Preston, Sword of the Spirit, Shield of Faith: Religion in American War and 

Diplomacy. New York: Anchor, 2012. 

      Peter H. Wilson, “Dynasty, constitution, and confession: The role of religion in the 

thirty years war.” International History Review, 30, 3 (2008), 473-514 

 

    Data Sets 

               Zeev Maoz and Errol A. Henderson, “The World Religion Dataset, 1945-2010: 

Logic, Estimates, and Trends.” International Interactions 39, 3 (2013): 265-291. 

       Isak Swensson and Desiréé Nilsson, “Disputes over the Divine: Introducing the 

Religion and Armed Conflict (RELAC) Data, 1975 to 2015.” Journal of Conflict 

Resolution, 62, 5 (2018).  

 

               Historical Perspectives  

Daniel H. Nexon, The Struggle for Power in Early Modern Europe: Religious 

Conflict, Dynastic Empires, and International Change. Princeton: Princeton 

University Press, 2009. 

David Onnekink, ed., War and Religion after Westphalia, 1648-1713. Surrey, UK: 

Ashgate, 2009. 

       David S. Bachrach, Religion and the Conduct of War, c 300-1215. Woodbridge, 

Suffolk, UK: Boydell Press, 2003. 

               Karen Armstrong, Fields of Blood: Religion and the History of Violence. New York: 

Knopf, 2014. 

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Karen+Armstrong&search-alias=books&text=Karen+Armstrong&sort=relevancerank
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10o.  The "Clash of Civilizations" (Huntington) 

 * Samuel P. Huntington, "The Clash of Civilizations?" Foreign Affairs 72 (Summer 

1993): 22-49. 

Samuel P. Huntington, The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order. 

New York: Simon & Schuster, 1996. 

The Clash of Civilizations? The Debate. A Foreign Affairs Reader. New York: 

Council on Foreign Relations, 1993. 

David A.Welch, “The ‘Clash of Civilizations’ Thesis as an Argument and as a 

Phenomenon.” Security Studies 6, 4 (Summer 1997): 197-216. 

Bruce M. Russett, John R. Oneal, & Michaelene Cox, "Clash of Civilizations, or 

Realism and Liberalism Deja Vu?" Journal of Peace Research, 37, 5 (September 

2000), 583-608. Plus reply by Huntington and response by Oneal and Russett. 

Giacomo Chiozza, "Is There a Clash of Civilizations? Evidence from Patterns of 

International Conflcit Involvement, 1946-97." Journal of Peace Research, 39, 6 

(November 2002): 711-34. 

Manus I. Midlarsky, "Democracy and Islam: Implications for Civilizational Conflict 

and the Democratic Peace." International Studies Quarterly, 42, 3 (September 

1998), 485-511. 

Nicholas Charron, “Déjà Vu All Over Again: A post-Cold War empirical analysis of 

Samuel Huntington’s ‘Clash of Civilizations’ Theory.” Cooperation and Conflict, 

45, 1(March 2010): 107-127. 

Eric Neumayer and Thomas Plumper, "International Terrorism and the Clash of 

Civilizations." British Journal of Political Science 39 (2009): 711-34. 

               Robert Johns and Graeme A. M. Davies, “Democratic Peace or Clash of 

Civilizations? Target States and Support for War in Britain and the United States.” 

Journal of Politics 74, 4 (October 2012): 1038-52. 

Richard K. Betts, “Conflict or Cooperation? Three Visions Revisited,” Foreign 

Affairs 89, no. 6 (November/December 2010): 186-94. 

   Errol Henderson and Richard Tucker, “Clear and Present Strangers: The Clash of 

Civilizations and Interstate Conflict,” International Studies Quarterly 45:2 (June 

2001): 317-338.   

   H-Diplo/ISSF Teaching Roundtable 11-6 on The Clash of Civilizations in the IR 

Classroom. 11/6/2019. https://networks.h-

net.org/node/28443/discussions/5273269/h-diploissf-teaching-roundtable-11-6-

clash-civilizations-ir 

  

10p.      Attitudes toward War 

Richard Ned Lebow, Between Peace and War. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University 

Press, 1981. Pp. 247-254. 

Evan Luard, War in International Society. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1987. 

Chap. 8. 

Kalevi J. Holsti, Peace and war. New York: Cambridge University Press, 1991. Pp. 

285-305. 

https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AQMkADVhMjQ2MTRiLTZhNGEtNGU4ZC1hNWNhLTZhODMzAGQ2NGM2YWYARgAABEVqQEh8REu7CrlNYdF7VgcAXvuhMHqHXEmR5VEQSGD%2BxgAAAgEMAAAAXvuhMHqHXEmR5VEQSGD%2BxgACU6Nk2QAAAA%3D%3D#x_5273269
https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AQMkADVhMjQ2MTRiLTZhNGEtNGU4ZC1hNWNhLTZhODMzAGQ2NGM2YWYARgAABEVqQEh8REu7CrlNYdF7VgcAXvuhMHqHXEmR5VEQSGD%2BxgAAAgEMAAAAXvuhMHqHXEmR5VEQSGD%2BxgACU6Nk2QAAAA%3D%3D#x_5273269
https://networks.h-net.org/node/28443/discussions/5273269/h-diploissf-teaching-roundtable-11-6-clash-civilizations-ir
https://networks.h-net.org/node/28443/discussions/5273269/h-diploissf-teaching-roundtable-11-6-clash-civilizations-ir
https://networks.h-net.org/node/28443/discussions/5273269/h-diploissf-teaching-roundtable-11-6-clash-civilizations-ir
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Michael Howard, War and the Liberal Conscience. New Brunswick: Rutgers 

University Press, 1986. 

Christopher Coker, War and the Illiberal Conscience. Boulder, Col.: Westview, 1998. 

James Lee Ray, "The Abolition of Slavery and the End of International War." 

International Organization 43 (Summer 1989):405-439. 

John Mueller, Retreat from Doomsday: The Obsolescence of Major War. New York: 

Basic, 1989. Chap. 3. 

John Mueller, Quiet Cataclysm: Reflections on the Recent Transformation of World 

Politics. New York: HarperCollins, 1995. Chap. 9. 

       Michael Howard, The Invention of Peace. London: Profile Books, 2000. 

David A. Welch, Justice and the Genesis of War. New York: Cambridge University 

Press, 1993. 

              John Mueller, “Changing Attitudes Towards War: The Impact of the First World 

War,” 21 British Journal of Political Science 1-28 (January 1991). 

              John Mueller, War and Ideas: Selected Essays. New York and London: Routledge, 

2011. 

  William Mulligan, “Armageddon: Political Elites and their Visions of a General 

European War before 1914,” War in History, 26, 4 (2019): 448-69. 

 

10q.  Rhetoric, Justification, and Legitimacy 

   *  Ronald R. Krebs, “How Dominant Narratives Rise and Fall: Military Conflict, 

Politics, and the Cold War Consensus.” International Organization 69, 4 (Fall 

2015): 809-845. 

   Ronald R. Krebs. Narrative and the Making of US National Security. Cambridge, UK: 

Cambridge University Press, 2015. 

  Ronald R. Krebs and Patrick Thaddeus Jackson, “Twisting Tongues and Twisting 

Arms: The Power of Political Rhetoric.” European Journal of International 

Relations 13, 1 (2007), 35-66. 

              Stacie E. Goddard and Ronald R. Krebs, “Rhetoric and Grand Strategy,” Special 

Issue, Security Studies 24, 1 (2015): 5-36. Especially articles by Goddard and Krebs, 

Goddard, Krebs, and Snyder. 

  Stuart J. Kaufman, “War as Symbolic Politics.” International Studies Quarterly 63, 3 

(September 2019): 614–625.   

  Thomas Risse, “‘Let’s Argue!’: Communicative Action in World Politics.” 

International Organization 54, 1 (2000): 1–39. 

  Andrew Hurrell, “Legitimacy and the Use of Force: Can the Circle Be 

                    Squared.” Review of International Studies 31, S1 (2005): 15–32. 

  Martin Wight, “International Legitimacy.” International Relations 4, 1 (1972): 1–28. 

  Mlada Bukovansky, Legitimacy and Power Politics: The American and French 

Revolutions in International Political Culture. Princeton, NJ: Princeton 

      University Press. 

  Thomas M. Franck, The Power of Legitimacy Among Nations. New York: 

      Oxford University Press, 1990. 

 

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/1354066107074284
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/1354066107074284
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  Thomas M. Franck, “The Power of Legitimacy and the Legitimacy of 

      Power: International Law in an Age of Power Disequilibrium.” American 

      Journal of International Law 100, 1 (2006): 88–106. 

      Miriam Diez-Bosch and Pere Franch. “In God We Trust, with God We Fight. Religion 

in U.S. Presidential War Rhetoric: From Johnson to Obama.” Journal of Media and 

Religion 16, 1 (2017): 1–14. 

              John Oddo, “War Legitimation Discourse: Representing ‘Us’ and ‘Them’ in Four US 

Presidential Addresses.” Discourse & Society 22, 3 (2011): 287–314. 

  Daniel F. Wajner, “Battling” for Legitimacy: Analyzing Performative Contests in the 

Gaza Flotilla Paradigmatic Case.” International Studies Quarterly 63, 4, 

(December 2019): 1035–1050. 
  Ronald R. Krebs and Jennifer K. Lobasz, “Fixing the Meaning of 9/11: Hegemony, 

Coercion, and the Road to War in Iraq.” Security Studies 16, 3 (2007): 409-51. 

              Babak Bahador, Jeremy Moses, and William Lafi Youmans. “Rhetoric and 

Recollection:  Recounting the George W. Bush Administration’s Case for War in 

Iraq.” Presidential Studies Quarterly 48, 1 (2018): 4–26. 

      Fernando G. Nuñez-Mietz, “Legalization and the Legitimation of the Use of Force: 

Revisiting Kosovo.” International Organization 72, 3 (2018): 725–57. 

 

10r.       Norms and War 

               

              General 

  Peter J. Katzenstein, ed., The Culture of National Security: Norms and Identity in 

World Politics. New York: Columbia University Press, 1996.   

Martha Finnemore and Kathryn Sikkink, “International Norm Dynamics and Political 

Change,” International Organization, 52:4 (1998), 887-917. 

  Michelle Jurkovich, “What Isn’t a Norm? Redefining the Conceptual Boundaries 

                 of “Norms” in the Human Rights Literature”, International Studies Review 22, 3 

     (September 2020), 693-711. 

      Michael Barnett and Martha Finnemore, Rules for the World: International 

Organizations in Global Politics. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2004. 

 Maria Fanis, Secular Morality and International Security: American and British 

Decisions About War. Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press, 2011. 

      Charles W. Kegley, Jr., and Gregory A. Raymond. When Trust Breaks Down: 

Alliance Norms and World Politics. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 

1990. 

Christopher Gelpi, "Crime and Punishment: The Role of Norms in Crisis Bargaining." 

American Political Science Review 91, 2 (June 1997): 339-60. 

Christopher Gelpi, The Power of Legitimacy: Assessing the Role of Norms in Crisis 

Bargaining. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2003.  

       James Lee Ray, "The abolition of slavery and the end of international war." 

International Organization 43 (Summer 1989): 405-439. 
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 Philippe Assouline, and Robert Trager, “Concessions for Concession’s Sake: 

Injustice, Indignation, and the Construction of IntractableConflict in Israel-

Palestine,” Journal of Conflict Resolution, (March 2021), pp. 1-32. 

  Peter Jackson, Beyond the Balance of Power: France and the Politics of National 

Security in the Era of the First World War. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge 

University Press, 2013. 

  Matthew S. Gottfried and Robert F. Trager, “A Preference for War: How Fairness and 

Rhetoric Influence Leadership Incentives in Crises.” International Studies 

Quarterly 60(2 (2016):243–57. 

              Michelle Jurkovich, “What Isn’t a Norm? Redefining the Conceptual Boundaries of 

“Norms” in the Human Rights Literature”, International Studies Review 22:3 

(September 2020), 693-711. 

 

 The Territorial Integrity Norm 

             Mark W. Zacher, “The Territorial Integrity Norm: International Boundaries and the 

Use of Force.” International Organization, 55, 2 (Spring, 2001): 215 -250. 

 Dan Altman, “The Evolution of Territorial Conquest After 1945 and the Limits of the 

Territorial Integrity Norm.” International Organization 74, 3 (Summer 2020), 

490–522. [OR, read Zacher 2001, below, in “supplemental readings” folder] 

 Sharon Korman, The Right of Conquest: The Acquisition of Territory by Force in 

International Law and Practice. Cambridge, MA: Clarendon Press, 1996. 

 Ann Hironaka, Neverending Wars: The International Community, Weak States, and the 

Perpetuation of Civil War.  Cambridge, MA.: Harvard University Pres, 2005. 

 

Taboos 

Philip E. Tetlock, “Thinking the unthinkable: sacred values and taboo cognitions.” 

Trends in Cognitive Sciences 7, 7 (2003): 320-324. 

Philip E. Tetlock, Barbara A. Mellers, and J. Peter Scoblic, “Sacred versus Pseudo-

sacred Values: How People Cope with Taboo Trade-Offs.” American Economic 

Review 107, 5 (2017): 96-99. 

Scott Atran, Robert Axelrod, and Richard Davis, “Sacred Barriers to Conflict 

Resolution.” Science 317 (2007): 1039-1040. 

Thomas M. Dolan, “Unthinkable and Tragic: The Psychology of Weapons Taboos in 

War.” International Organization 67, 1 (2013): 37–63. 

Jennifer Mitzen, “Security Communities and the Unthinkabilities of War.” Annual 

Review of Political Science 19 (2016): 229-248. 

Richard Price, “A Genealogy of the Chemical Weapons Taboo. 

InternationalOrganization 49 (1(1995): 73–103. 

Richard Price, “Reversing the Gun Sights: Transnational Civil Society Targets Land 

Mines.” International Organization 52, 3 (1998): 613–44. 

Maria Rost Rublee, Nonproliferation Norms: Why States Choose Nuclear Restraint. 

Athens: University of Georgia Press, 2009.  

            +++ see the section on the nuclear taboo in week 14 
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10s.   The Law of War and Its Impact 

  Stephen A. Kocs, “Explaining the Strategic Behavior of States: International Law as 

System Structure.” International Studies Quarterly, 38:4 (December 1994) 535-

556.  

              Harold Hongju Koh, “Why Do Nations Obey International Law?” Yale Law Journal, 

106, 8 (June 1997): 2599-2659. 

              Beth A. Simmons and Daniel J. Hopkins, “The Constraining Power of International 

Treaties: Theory and Methods.” American Political Science Review, 99, 4 

(December 2005), 623-631. 

  James D. Morrow and Hyeran Jo, “Compliance with the Laws of War: Dataset and 

Coding Rules,” Conflict Management and Peace Science, 23 (2006): 91-113.  

      James D. Morrow, “When Do States Follow the Laws of War? American Political 

Science Review 101, 3 (August 2007): 559-71. 

              James D. Morrow, Order within Anarchy: The Laws of War as an International 

Institution. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2014. 

Tanisha M. Fazal, “Why States No Longer Declare War.” Security Studies 21, 4 

(2012): 557-593. 

  Tanisha Fazal, “The Demise of Peace Treaties in Interstate War.” International 

Organization 67, 4 (Fall 2013): 695–724. 

  Tanisha M. Fazal, Wars of Law: Unintended Consequences in the Regulation of 

Armed Conflict. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2018. 

  Paul K. Huth, Sarah E. Croco, and Benjamin J. Appel, “Does International Law 

Promote the Peaceful Settlement of International Disputes? Evidence from the 

Study of Territorial Conflicts since 1945.” American Political Science Review 105, 

2 (May 2011): 415-36. 

  Geoffrey P.R. Wallace, “Regulating Conflict: Historical Legacies and State 

Commitment to the Laws of War.” Foreign Policy Analysis 8 (2012): 151-172. 

 Paul Huth, Sarah Croco, and Benjamin Appel, “Law and the Use of Force in World 

Politics: The Varied Effects of Law on the Exercise of Military Power in 

Territorial Disputes.” International Studies Quarterly 56, 1 (March 2012): 17-31. 

              James Q. Whitman, The Verdict of Battle: The Law of Victory and the Making of 

Modern War. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2012. 

  Isabel Virginia Hull, A Scrap of Paper: Breaking and Making International Law 

During the Great War. Ithaca, NY: Cornell UP, 2014.  
  Oona Hathaway and Scott Shapiro, The Internationalists: How a Radical Plan to 

Outlaw War Remade the World. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2017. 

                    H-Diplo Roundtable XXI-15, 18 November 2019. https://hdiplo.org/to/RT21-15 

  Fernando G. Nuñez-Mietz, “Legalization and the Legitimation of the Use of Force: 

Revisiting Kosovo.” International Organization 72, 3 (Summer 2018): 725-57. 

  Christine Chinkin and Mary Kaldor, International Law and New Wars. Cambridge, 

UK: Cambridge University Press, 2017.   

             Ian Clark, Sebastian Kaempf, Christian Reus-Smit, and Emily Tannock, “Crisis 

in the Laws of War? Beyond Compliance and Effectiveness.” European 

Journal of International Relations.” 24, 2 (June 2018): 319-43. 

https://hdiplo.org/to/RT21-15
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&text=Christine+Chinkin&search-alias=books&field-author=Christine+Chinkin&sort=relevancerank
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  Thomas W. Smith, "The New Law of War: Legitimating Hi-Tech and Infrastructural 

Violence." International Studies Quarterly, 46, 3 (September 2002), 355-74. 

  Michael Poznansky, “Feigning Compliance: Covert Action and International Law.” 

International Studies Quarterly 63, 1 (March 2019): 72–84. 

  David Traven, Law and Sentiment in International Politics: Ethics, Emotions, and the 

Evolution of the Laws of War. Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 2021. 

      Katherine Irajpanah & Kenneth A. Schultz, “Off the Menu: Post-1945 Norms and  

                  the End of War Declarations.” Security Studies, 30, 4 (2021), 485-516, 

  “The Decline in Declarations of War: An Exchange, Security Studies, 30, 5 (2021),  

                  893-904. 

   Mark B. Taylor, War Economies and International Law: Regulating the Economic 

Activities of Violent Conflict. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2021.  

   Christian Henderson, The Use of Force and International Law. 2nd ed. Cambridge, 

UK: Cambridge University Press, 2023. 

   Charli Carpenter and Alexander H Montgomery, “The stopping power of norms: 

saturation bombing, civilian immunity, and US attitudes toward the laws of war.” 

International Security 4, 2 (2020):140–169. 

 

 

  



123 

 

 

11.  DECISION-MAKING: THE INDIVIDUAL LEVEL, I: 

   BELIEFS AND INFORMATION PROCESSING  (November 17) 

   Required reading in sections 10 a, b, e, f, g, h 

   For more complete bibliographies see my Foreign Policy Analysis syllabus, at  

   https://fas-polisci.rutgers.edu/levy/ 

 

11a.  Do Leaders Matter? 

  *   Robert Jervis, “Do Leaders Matter and How Would We Know?” Security 

Studies 22, 2 (2013): 153-79. 

       *   Jack S. Levy, “Counterfactuals, Causal Inference, and Historical Analysis.” 

Security Studies 24, 3 (September 2015): 378-402.   

      Daniel L. Byman and Kenneth M. Pollack, "Let Us Now Praise Great Men: Bringing 

the Statesman Back In." International Security, 25, 4 (Spring 2001), 107-46. 

 Joe D. Hagan, “Does Decision Making Matter? Systematic Assumptions vs. 

Historical Reality in International Relations Theory.” International Studies 

Review, 3, 2 (Summer 2001), 5-46. 
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13.    CRISIS ESCALATION AND THE NUCLEAR ERA (December 8)  

   Required readings in sections 13c, d, g, j, l ?? 

 

  CRISIS ESCALATION AND EXPANSION 

 
13a. General Studies of Crisis Escalation  

 Thomas C. Schelling, "The Reciprocal Fear of Surprise Attack." In Schelling, Strategy of 

Conflict. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1960. Chap. 9.   

Herman Kahn, On Escalation: Metaphors and Scenarios. rev. ed. Baltimore: Penguin 

Books, 1968. 

Richard Ned Lebow, Between Peace and War. Johns Hopkins University Press, 1981. 

Chap. 3-4. 

          Richard Smoke, War: Controlling Escalation. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University 

Press, 1977. Chap. 1. 

          Patrick James, “What Do We Know About Crisis, Escalation and War? A Visual 

              Assessment of the International Crisis Behavior Project.” Conflict Management and 

              Peace Science 36 (2019): 3-19. 

         Austin M. Carson, "Facing Off and Saving Face: Covert Intervention and Escalation 
Management in the Korean War.” International Organization 70, 1 (Winter 2016), 
103-31. 

         Caitlin Talmadge, “Emerging technology and intra-war escalation risks: Evidence from 

the Cold War, implications for today.” Journal of Strategic Studies, 4, 6 (2019), 864-

887.  

         Austin Carson, Secret Wars: Covert Conflict in International Politics (Princeton 

University Press, 2018. 

             H-Diplo/ISSF Roundtable, https://issforum.org/roundtables/11-18-secret 

   

13b. Models of Entrapment 

         Barry M. Staw, "The Escalation of Commitment to a Course of Action." Academy of 

Management Review 6, 4 (October 1981): 577-87. 

Joel Brockner and Jeffrey Z. Rubin, Entrapment in Escalating Conflicts: A Social 
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Barry O'Neill, "International Escalation and the Dollar Auction." Journal of Conflict 

Resolution 30, 1 (January 1986): 33-50. 

Zeev Maoz, Paradoxes of War: On the Art of National Self-Entrapment. Boston: Unwin 

Hyman, 1990. Chap. 4. 

https://press.princeton.edu/titles/13238.html
https://issforum.org/roundtables/11-18-secret
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Commitment in International Conflict." Security Studies 7,3 (Spring 1998): 94-144. 
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Risky Behavior in Failing Wars.” Security Studies 27:2 (2018), 204-232. 

 

13c.   Inadvertent War 

         Robert Jervis, “Psychological Aspects of Crisis Stability.” In Jervis, The Meaning of the 
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Thomas Schelling, The Strategy of Conflict. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University 

Press, 1960. Chap. 7-8. 
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1993. 

     Bruce M. Russett, “Cause, Surprise, and No Escape.” Journal of Politics 24, 1 (February 

1962): 3-22. 

         Phil Williams, "Maintaining Control Over Events." In Williams, Crisis Management. 

New York: Wiley, 1976. Chap. 6. 

Scott D. Sagan, The Limits of Safety: Organizations, Accidents, and Nuclear Weapons. 

Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1993. 

Joseph F. Bouchard, Command in Crisis. New York: Columbia University Press, 1991. 

          E. J. Langer, “The illusion of control.” Journal of Personality and Social Psychol-

ogy, 32 (1975), 311-28. 

          Accidental War 

          Kori Schake, “The Exculpating Myth of Accidental War.” Henry A. Kissinger 
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          Marc Trachtenbert, “The ‘Accidental War’ Question.” Unpublished paper, 2000. 
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          Stephen L. Quackenbush, “The problem with accidental war. Conflict 

Management and Peace Science, online February 2023.  

          Bruce Blair, The Logic of Accidental Nuclear War. Washington, D.C.: Brookings, 

1993. 

          +++ see later section on Command and Control 

 

          Crisis (Mis)Management 

  *   Alexander L. George, ed., Avoiding Inadvertent War: Problems of Crisis Management. 

Boulder, Col.: Westview, 1991. Chap. 3-4 (pp. 13-27). 

 Richard Ned Lebow, Nuclear Crisis Management. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 

1987. Chap. 2-4: “Preemption,” “Loss of Control,” and “Miscalculated Escalation.” 

  Phil Williams, Crisis Management. New York: Wiley, 1976. 

       Steven Benedict Dyson and Paul ‘t Hart, “Crisis Management.” In Leonie Huddy, David 

O. Sears, and Jack S. Levy, Handbook of Political Psychology, 2nd ed. New York: 

Oxford University  Press, 2013.  

 

https://sais.jhu.edu/kissinger/programs-and-projects/kissinger-center-papers/exculpating-myth-accidental-war
https://sais.jhu.edu/kissinger/programs-and-projects/kissinger-center-papers/exculpating-myth-accidental-war
https://www.sscnet.ucla.edu/polisci/faculty/trachtenberg/cv/inadvertent.pdf


148 

 

 

13d.   Preemption 

   Recall distinction between preemptive and preventive strikes (week 5)  

 Thomas C. Schelling, "The Reciprocal Fear of Surprise Attack." In Schelling, Strategy 

of Conflict. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1960. Chap. 9.   

 Dan Reiter, “Exploding the Powder Keg Myth: Preemptive Wars Almost Never 

Happen.” International Security, 20, 2 (Autumn, 1995), 5-34.  

            Richard Ned Lebow, Nuclear Crisis Management. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University 

Press, 1987. Chap. 2. 

            Nir Halevy, “Preemptive strikes: Fear, hope, and defensive aggression. Journal of 

Personality and Social Psychology, 112(2), 224–237.  

Dora Simunovic, Nobuhiro Mifune, and Toshio Yamagishi, “Preemptive strike: An 

experimental study of fear-based aggression.” Journal of Experimental Social 

Psychology, 49(6), 1120–1123. 

X. Song, L. Lin, Z. Wang, Y. Li, & L. Liu, “Preemptive strikes or not: The role of 

emotion on intergroup defensive aggression. Current Psychology: A Journal for 

Diverse Perspectives on Diverse Psychological Issues. Advance online publication, 

2023. 

 

13e.    The Expansion (Spread) of War 

       *   John A. Vasquez, Contagion and War: Lessons from the First World War. Cambridge, 

UK: Cambridge University Press, 2018. Chap. 1. 

    H-Diplo/ISSR Review of John A. Vasquez, Contagion and War: Lessons from the First 

World War (forthcoming) 

             Stuart A. Bremer, “The contagiousness of coercion: The spread of serious international 

disputes, 1900-1976. International Interactions, 9, 1 (1982), 29-55.      

     Randolph M. Siverson and Harvey Starr, The Diffusion of War. Ann Arbor: University 

of Michigan Press, 1991. 

     Zachary C. Shirkey, Is This a Private Fight or Can Anybody Join? Burlington, VT: 

Ashgate, 2009. 

 Zachary C. Shirkey, “Which wars spread? Commitment problems and military 

intervention.” Conflict Management and Peace Science  37, 2 (2020), 133–151. 

     "Big Wars, Little Wars--A Single Theory? International Interactions 16, 3 (1990). 

(Special issue, Manus I Midlarsky, ed.)  Articles by Midlarsky, Bueno de Mesquita, 

Thompson, Kugler, and Levy. 

    Robert Powell, “Taking Sides in Wars of Attrition.” American Political Science 

Review 111, 2 (May 2017):  219-36.   

    Jack S. Levy, "The Contagion of Great Power War Behavior, 1495-1975." American 

Journal of Political Science 26 (August 1982): 562-584. 

 Jack S. Levy and T. Clifton Morgan, "The War-Weariness Hypothesis: An Empirical 

Test." American Journal of Political Science 30 (February 1986): 26-49.  

     Benjamin A. Most, Harvey Starr, and Randolph M. Siverson, "The Logic and Study 

of Diffusion of International Conflict." In Manus I. Midlarsky, ed., Handbook of 

War Studies. London: Unwin-Hyman, 1989. Chap. 5. 
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     Jeffrey Pickering, "War-Weariness and Cumulative Effects: Victors, Vanquished, and 

Subsequent Interstate Intervention." Journal of Peace Research, 39, 3 (May 2002), 

313-37. 

       Stacy Bergstrom Haldi, Why Wars Widen: A Theory of Predation and Balancing. 

London: Routledge, 2003. 

Erik Lin-Greenberg, “Wargame of Drones: Remotely Piloted Aircraft and Crisis 

Escalation.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 66, 10 (November 2022), 1737-1765. 

  

13e.       The First World War          

           *   Jack S. Levy, “Preferences, Constraints, and Choices in July 1914.” International 

Security, 15, 3 (Winter 1990-91): 151-186.  

  “Forum on the Spread of War, 1914-1917: A Dialogue between Political Scientists 

and Historians.” Foreign Policy Analysis 7, 2 (April 2011). Especially 

                  John A. Vasquez, Paul F. Diehl, Colin Flint, Jürgen Scheffran, Sang-hyun Chi, and 

Toby J. Rider, “The ConflictSpace of Cataclysm: The International System and the 

Spread of War 1914-1917.” 

Scott Wolford, The Politics of the First World War: A Course in Game Theory and 

International Security. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2019. 

 

13f.      The Duration of war 

 

      Implications of the Bargaining Model 

              Alex Weisiger, Logics of War: Explanations for Limited and Unlimited Conflicts. 

Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2013. Chap. 1.   

  Dan Reiter, How Wars End. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2009. 

 Branislav L. Slantchev, "The Principle of Convergence in Wartime Negotiations." 

American Political Science Review 97, 4 (November 2003), 621-32. 

 Jean-Pierre P. Langlois and Catherine C. Langlois, “Does the Principle of 

Convergence Really Hold? War, Uncertainty, and the Failure of Bargaining.” 

British Journal of Political Science 42, 3 (2012): 511-36. 

 Darren Filson and Suzanne Werner, “A Bargaining Model of War and Peace: 

Anticipating the Onset, Duration, and Outcome of War.” American Journal of 

Political Science, 46, 4 (2002): 819-37. 

  Ajin Choi, “Fighting to the Finish: Democracy and Commitment in Coalition War.” 

Security Studies 21, 4 (2012): 624-653. 

   Alex Weisiger, “Learning from the Battlefield: Information, Domestic Politics, and 

Interstate War Duration,” International Organization 70 (April 2016), 347-375, 

352. 

   Branislav Slantchev, “How Initiators End Their Wars: The Duration of Warfare the 

Terms of Peace,” American Journal of Political Science 48 (October 2004): 813-

829. 

   Yuleng Zeng, “Biding time versus timely retreat: Asymmetric dependence, issue 

salience, and conflict duration.” Journal of Peace Research 58, 4 (July 2021): 

719–733. 

https://www.amazon.com/Stacy-Bergstrom-Haldi/e/B001KMJAFI?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1&qid=1555853603&sr=1-1-catcorr
https://www.amazon.com/Why-Wars-Widen-Predation-Balancing/dp/0714653071/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=stacy+haldi&qid=1555853603&s=books&sr=1-1-catcorr
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      Psychological Perspectives and Debates 

  “Symposium on War Duration,” Polity 50, 2 (April 2018): 162–242. Articles by 

          Zachary C. Shirkey, “Introduction: The Puzzle of War Duration,” 162–67 

                  Dan Reiter, “Unifying the Study of the Causes and Duration of Wars, 168–77.  

                  Elizabeth A. Stanley, “War Duration and the Micro-Dynamics of Decision Making 

under Stress,” 178–200.  

                 Thomas M. Dolan, Moving Beyond Pathology: Why Psychologists Should Care 

About Short Wars,” 201–14.   

     Alex Weisiger, “Rationality and the Limits of Psychology in Explaining Interstate 

War Duration,” 215–24 

                 Zachary C. Shirkey, “Challenges to the Study of Long Wars,” 225-37. 

          Alex Weisiger, “Conclusion to the Symposium on War Duration”            

  

 

 THE NUCLEAR ERA  
  

13g.     Debate over the “Nuclear Revolution” 

        *  Robert Jervis, The Meaning of the Nuclear Revolution: Statecraft and the Prospect of 

Armageddon. Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 1989. Chapter 1.  

        *  Roundtable: “The Meaning of the Nuclear Revolution 30 Years Later.” Texas National 

Security Review, April 30, 2020. https://tnsr.org/roundtable/book-review-roundtable-

the-meaning-of-the-nuclear-revolution-30-years-later/  

                articles by Gavin, Glaser, Long, & Jervis 

Robert Jervis, “Why Nuclear Superiority Doesn’t Matter.” Political Science Quarterly 

94, 4 (Winter 1979–80): 617–633. 

Keir A. Lieber and Daryl G. Press, The Myth of The Nuclear Revolution: Power 

Politics in The Atomic Age. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2020. 

Matthew Kroenig, “Nuclear Superiority and the Balance of Resolve: Explaining 

Nuclear Crisis Outcomes,” International Organization, 67, 1 (Winter 2013), 141-

171.  

Matthew Kroenig, The Logic of American Nuclear Strategy: Why Strategic Superiority 

Matters. Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press, 2018. 

     H-Diplo|ISSF Roundtable, X, 25 (2019) on Kroenig book. 

        http://issforum.org/roundtables/10-25-nuclear  

      Brendan Rittenhouse Green, The Revolution that Failed: Nuclear Competition, Arms 

Control, and the Cold War. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2020. 

 

  

https://tnsr.org/roundtable/book-review-roundtable-the-meaning-of-the-nuclear-revolution-30-years-later/
https://tnsr.org/roundtable/book-review-roundtable-the-meaning-of-the-nuclear-revolution-30-years-later/
http://issforum.org/roundtables/10-25-nuclear
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14h. Empirical Studies of the Impact of Nuclear Weapons 

 

  Qualitative 

Richard Betts, Nuclear Blackmail and Nuclear Balance. Washington, D.C.: Brookings, 

1987. 

McGeorge Bundy, Danger and Survival Choices About the Bomb in the First Fifty 

Years. New York: Random House, 1988. 

Francis J. Gavin, Nuclear Statecraft: History and Strategy in America’s Atomic Age. 

Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2012. 

Marc Trachtenberg, "The Influence of Nuclear Weapons in the Cuban Missile Crisis," 

International Security 10 (Summer 1985):  

James G. Blight, The Shattered Crystal Ball: Fear and Learning in the Cuban Missile 

Crisis. Savage, Maryland: Rowman & Littlefield, 1990. 

Mark Bell, “Beyond Emboldenment: How Acquiring Nuclear Weapons Can Change 

Foreign Policy.” International Security 40, 1 (Summer 2015): 87-119. 

Brendan Rittenhouse Green and Austin Long, “The MAD Who Wasn’t There: Soviet 

Reactions to the Late Cold War Nuclear Balance.” Security Studies (July 2017): 606-

41. 

Paul C. Avey, Tempting Fate: Why Nonnuclear States Confront Nuclear Opponents. 

Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2019. 

Mark S. Bell, “Beyond Emboldenment: How Acquiring Nuclear Weapons Can Change 

Foreign Policy.” International Security, vol. 40, no. 1 (Summer 2015): 87–119. 

Mark S. Bell, Nuclear Reactions: How Nuclear-Armed States Behave. Ithaca, NY: 

Cornell University Press, 2021. 

Mark S. Bell, “Nuclear Opportunism: A Theory of How States Use Nuclear Weapons in 

International Politics.” Journal of Strategic Studies, 42, 1 (January 2019): 3–28. 

         Elizabeth N. Saunders, “The Domestic Politics of Nuclear Choices—A Review Essay.”   

International Security, 44, 2 (Fall 2019), 146-84. 

   Andrew H. Kydd, “The Sturdy Child vs. the Sword of Damocles: Nuclear Weapons and 

the Expected Cost of War.” Security Studies, 28, 4 (2019), 645-676. 

 

      The "Long Peace" 

      John Gaddis, "The Long Peace," International Security 10 (Spring 1986): 99-142. 

 John Mueller, "The Essential Irrelevance of Nuclear Weapons," International Security 13 

(Fall 1988): 55-79.  

John Mueller, Retreat From Doomsday: The Obsolescence of Major War. New York: 

Basic Books, 1989. 

     Robert Jervis, The Meaning of the Nuclear Revolution. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University 

Press, 1989.. 

Charles W. Kegley, Jr., ed., The Long Postwar Peace, New York: HarperCollins, 1991. 

Jack S. Levy, "Long Cycles, Hegemonic Transistions, and the Long Peace," in Charles 

Kegley, ed., The Long Postwar Peace. Chap. 7. 

A. M. Saperstein, The “long peace”—Result of a bipolar competitive world? Journal of 

              Conflict Resolution 35, 68–79 (1991). 
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        Quantitative 

         Erik Gartzke and Matthew Kroenig, “Social Scientific Analysis of Nuclear Weapons: 

Past Scholarly Successes, Contemporary Challenges, and Future Research 

Opportunities.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 61, 9 (October 2017): 1853-1874. 

Jacek Kugler, "Terror without Deterrence: Reassessing the Role of Nuclear Weapons." 

Journal of Conflict Resolution 28 (September 1984): 470-506. 

Paul K. Huth, "The Extended Deterrent Value of Nuclear Weapons." Journal of Conflict 

Resolution 34 (June 1990): 270-90. 

Jesse C Johnson and Stephen Joiner, “Power changes, alliance credibility, and extended 

deterrence.” Conflict Management and Peace Science online 3/7/19, 

doi.org/10.1177/0738894218824735 

Special issue, nuclear weapons and war propensity, Journal of Conflict Resolution 51, 2 

(April 2007). 

Mark S. Bell and Nicholas L. Miller, “Questioning the Effect of Nuclear Weapons on 

Conflict.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 59, 1 (February 2015): 74-92.  

          Matthew Kroenig, “Nuclear superiority and the balance of resolve: Explaining nuclear 

  crisis outcomes.” International Organization, 67, 1 (2013): 141-71. 

         Matthew Kroenig, “Nukes with Numbers: Empirical Research on the Consequences of 

Nuclear Weapons for International Conflict,” Annual Review of Political Science (with 

Erik Gartzke) 19 (2016): 397-412. 

Francesco Bailo and Benjamin E Goldsmith, “No paradox here? Improving theory and 

testing of the nuclear stability–instability paradox with synthetic counterfactuals.” 

Journal of Peace Research 58(6) (2021) 1178–1193. 
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